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The Monthly Lebanon Crisis Update provides an overview of economic and
political developments to alert the international aid response to new and emerging
challenges that could impact the humanitarian situation in Lebanon. In the context
of the multiple crises affecting Lebanon, the update tracks the impact of political
developments on the economy, relevant international developments, updates on
service delivery and governance issues, and analysis of the drivers of humanitarian
need as they develop. The report also aims to provide nuanced forecasting on
contextual shifts relevant to shifting needs and the implementation of humanitarian
programming. The report draws upon a desk review of currently available literature,
analysis of relevant quantitative data, and key informant interviews with a range of
experts and individuals with knowledge of Lebanon’s economy.

The Lebanon Crisis Analytics Team (LCAT) provides reactive and in-depth context
analysis to inform the aid community in Lebanon. The information and analysis
contained in this reportis therefore strictly to inform humanitarian and development
actors and associated policymaking on Lebanon.

This study/report is made possible by the support of the European Union Humanitarian Aid. The
contents of this report are the sole responsibility of the LCAT and do not necessarily reflect the
views of the European Union.
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Key Takeaways: )

« Israeli airstrikes targeting Lebanese territory tapered off in April compared to their
post-cessation of hostilities (CoH) highpoint in March. Nevertheless, Israel escalated its
campaign of targeted assassinations, killing 13 officials and operatives of Hezbollah and
the organization’s allies Hamas and Jamaa al-Islamiya. Israel also carried out two airstrikes
in Beirut’s southern suburbs over the past month - one was an unannounced assassination
targeting a Hezbollah official, and the other was a strike on an alleged Hezbollah weapons
cache following an evacuation warning. After the latter strike, Israeli leaders warned they
would continue to strike anywhere in Lebanon and that they would not allow the southern
Beirut suburbs to become a safe operating zone for Hezbollah.

« Israel expanded its military operations along the border with Lebanon, including the
destruction of prefabricated housing units, as it seeks to enforce a de facto security zone.
At least 28 people were killed by Israeli military actions in Lebanon throughout April. The
number of people displaced by the conflict in Lebanon has remained largely stable since
Israel withdrew its troops from southern towns and villages on February 18, amid persistent
barriers to return, including Israeli military strikes.

« Lebanon’s northeastern border with Syria remained relatively calm in April, though a brief
exchange of cross-border fire on April 24 near Hermel injured eight Syrian refugees. About
36,180 Syrians had arrived in the North and Akkar as of April 22, including 4,915 between
April 17 and 21.

« The parliament approved amendments to the Banking Secrecy Law submitted by the
Council of Ministers, satisfying a key International Monetary Fund (IMF) requirement. The
amended law will be applied retroactively, effective 10 years from its passage, authorizing
state auditors and regulatory bodies to access banking data for all depositors.

« The World Bank and Lebanon have reached a preliminary agreement to increase Lebanon’s
reconstruction loan from USD 250 million to USD 400 million. Finance Minister Yassine Jaber
also announced that talks are ongoing to secure a larger loan package of approximately
USD 1 billion, repayable over 50 years, dedicated to the electricity, transportation, water,
agriculture, and social affairs sectors.

» Lebanese Prime Minister Nawaf Salam paid his first official visit to Damascus as premier,
holding talks with Syrian President Ahmad Al-Sharaa and Foreign Minister Asaad Al-
Shaibani. The meetings tackled a range of issues including border security, anti-smuggling
efforts, refugee returns, and judicial and trade cooperation. Both sides agreed to establish a
joint ministerial committee to follow up on shared concerns. The visit followed a late March
meeting between the Lebanese and Syrian defense ministers in Jeddah, amid heightened
border tensions and recent cross-border clashes.

« The Lebanese government launched a project to rehabilitate the Beirut Airport Road. As part

of the initiative, authorities also ordered the removal of all political and religious posters
from public spaces within Beirut.
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The Israeli Air Force targets Beirut's southern
suburbs, killing a Hezbollah official and three other
people

The Council of Ministers sends proposed
amendments to the Banking Secrecy Law to
parliament

Lebanese Prime Minister Nawaf Salam pays his first
official visit to Damascus

The Ministry of Interior and Municipalities and Beirut
Governorate order the removal of all political and
religious posters and billboards from public spaces

The Council of Ministers sends the draft financial
sector restructuring law to parliament

3" The World Bank reaches a preliminary agreement
@9 with Lebanon to increase its reconstruction loan from
R4 250 million to 400 million US dollars

Parliament approves amendments to the Banking
Secrecy Law

The Israeli Air Force strikes a weapons storage
facility in Beirut's southern suburbs
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Conflict Updates:

Cessation of Hostilities

The Israeli military campaign in Lebanon, focused on preventing Hezbollah from
rebuilding its armed capabilities, continued throughout April." Although the Cessation
of Hostilities (CoH), which took effect on November 27, 2024, prohibits offensive Israeli
military actions, Tel Aviv has continued to expand its campaign against alleged Hezbollah
weapons facilities and other perceived threats, backed by confidential US assurances.? On
April 27, Israel bombed what it claimed was a depot in the southern suburbs of Beirut used
by Hezbollah to store precision-guided missiles,’ an accusation denied by the party.* The
bombing caused no casualties and followed an Israeli evacuation warning that triggered
the mass departure of residents from the area.” The strike marked Israel’s second targeting
of an alleged weapons facility in the greater Beirut area since the CoH came into effect,
following a March 28 attack on a depot Israel claimed was used to store unmanned aerial
vehicles (UAVs).® Israel’s sole April strike in the Bekaa Valley’ also came as part of the
country’s campaign against alleged Hezbollah weapon facilities, with Tel Aviv claiming
that its bombing outside Baalbek® on April 8 targeted a depot for the organization’s aerial
defense systems.” On April 28, the Israeli military announced that it had targeted 50
Hezbollah sites in Lebanon throughout the month.'°

" Times of Israel, Strike on Beirut targeted a Hezbollah precision missile warehouse, says Israel April 27, 2025;

Israel Defense Forces, The Effort in the Northern Sector To Remove Threats and Prevent the Reestablishment of Hezbollah Continues April 23, 2025
2 Axios, Israel and Lebanon agree on a ceasefire November 26, 2024

3 L'Orient Today, Aoun calls on France, US to ‘force Israel to immediately end its attacks’ April 27, 2025;

Times of Israel, Strike on Beirut targeted a Hezbollah precision missile warehouse, says Israel April 27, 2025

4 The National, Israel inflicts new wounds on Beirut as city reels from relentless attacks April 28, 2025

° L'Orient Today, Aoun calls on France, US to force Israel to immediately end its attacks’ April 27, 2025;

NNA, ozl (o6 65 | ddhioll ;o 8 1 aSy> April 27, 2025

5 Reuters, Israel conducts first strike on Beiruts southern suburbs since truce March 28, 2025

7 LCAT logs all Israeli airstrikes reported by Lebanon’s National News Agency, L'Orient Today, and Al-Mayadeen, and conducts geographical analyses on each.
8 NNA, dswo L5 jg> (e §)le April 8, 2025

9 Israeli military spokesperson Avichay Adraee via X, g2l 2\ do,li duyy> Slyills oylel April 9, 2025

"% Israeli military spokesperson Avicahy Adraee via X, dui=il didl colagiwl o aalite April 28, 2025

April Crisis Update .“\“

¢ .I g -
Source: AFP



https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/strike-on-beirut-targeted-a-hezbollah-precision-missile-warehouse-says-israel/
https://www.idf.il/288206
https://www.axios.com/2024/11/26/israel-hezbollah-ceasefire-deal-withdraw-lebanon
https://today.lorientlejour.com/article/1457686/one-killed-in-israeli-drone-strike-in-south-lebanon-two-killed-in-us-bombing-of-sanaa-live.html
https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/strike-on-beirut-targeted-a-hezbollah-precision-missile-warehouse-says-israel/
https://www.thenationalnews.com/news/mena/2025/04/28/israel-inflicts-new-wounds-on-beirut-as-city-reels-from-relentless-attacks/
https://today.lorientlejour.com/article/1457686/one-killed-in-israeli-drone-strike-in-south-lebanon-two-killed-in-us-bombing-of-sanaa-live.html
https://www.nna-leb.gov.lb/ar/justice-law/775657/%D8%AD%D8%B1%D9%83%D8%A9-%D9%86%D8%B2%D9%88%D8%AD-%D9%83%D8%A8%D9%8A%D8%B1%D8%A9-%D9%85%D9%86-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D9%86%D8%B7%D9%82%D8%A9-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D9%87%D8%AF%D8%AF%D8%A9-%D9%81%D9%8A-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AD%D8%AF%D8%AA
https://www.nna-leb.gov.lb/ar/justice-law/775657/%D8%AD%D8%B1%D9%83%D8%A9-%D9%86%D8%B2%D9%88%D8%AD-%D9%83%D8%A8%D9%8A%D8%B1%D8%A9-%D9%85%D9%86-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D9%86%D8%B7%D9%82%D8%A9-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D9%87%D8%AF%D8%AF%D8%A9-%D9%81%D9%8A-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AD%D8%AF%D8%AA
https://www.reuters.com/world/middle-east/israel-intercepts-projectiles-launched-lebanon-2025-03-28/
https://www.nna-leb.gov.lb/ar/%D8%A3%D9%85%D9%86-%D9%88%D9%82%D8%B6%D8%A7%D8%A1/771350/%D8%BA%D8%A7%D8%B1%D8%A9-%D8%B9%D9%84%D9%89-%D8%AD%D9%88%D8%B4-%D8%AA%D9%84-%D8%B5%D9%81%D9%8A%D8%A9
https://www.nna-leb.gov.lb/ar/%D8%A3%D9%85%D9%86-%D9%88%D9%82%D8%B6%D8%A7%D8%A1/771350/%D8%BA%D8%A7%D8%B1%D8%A9-%D8%B9%D9%84%D9%89-%D8%AD%D9%88%D8%B4-%D8%AA%D9%84-%D8%B5%D9%81%D9%8A%D8%A9
https://x.com/AvichayAdraee/status/1909693546468106685
https://x.com/AvichayAdraee/status/1909693546468106685
https://x.com/AvichayAdraee/status/1916896831201530171
https://x.com/AvichayAdraee/status/1916896831201530171
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Litani river

Figure 1:Israel’s 71 airstrikes in Lebanon from April 1, 2025 through Apil 30, 2025.

On April 9, Israel accused Hezbollah of attempting to rebuild an underground weapons
production site in the Choueifat suburbs south of Beirut."" The Lebanese Armed Forces
(LAF) inspected the site the following day but reportedly found no military equipment.'
The CoH calls for the disarmament of Hezbollah, starting south of the Litani river, and
stipulates that only state security agencies can be armed throughout Lebanon."® Hezbollah
interprets the CoH’s provisions as only having jurisdiction over Hezbollah’s arms south of
the Litani.” The LAF had reportedly taken control of 190 of 265 Hezbollah military sites
south of the Litani as of mid-April."

! Israeli military spokesperson Avichay Adraee via X, dugiz)l di=ball (16 zli] g8g0 jlacl dll i Jaloy 138 April 9, 2025
'2 L'Orient Today, Choueifat Hezbollah military site: Are the Israeli accusations true? April 10, 2025;

An-Nahar, ilay gil o6 a) CJB iuiay d@slyell dizlg (ililll iuzdl Sid acyol 5y ,95 April 10, 2025

' The National, Revealed: Full text of the Israel-Hezbollah ceasefire agreement November 27, 2024

“ Al-Manar, jlacVlg clasVU piilia.. &paiile Cuind doglioll tpwls il December 15, 2024

> AFP, Most Hezbollah military sites in south Lebanon under army control April 12, 2025



https://x.com/AvichayAdraee/status/1909955807531225464
https://x.com/AvichayAdraee/status/1909955807531225464
https://today.lorientlejour.com/article/1455484/choueifat-hezbollah-military-site-are-the-israeli-accusations-true.html
https://www.annahar.com/Lebanon/Politics/208088/%D8%AA%D8%BA%D8%B1%D9%8A%D8%AF%D8%A9-%D8%A3%D8%AF%D8%B1%D8%B9%D9%8A-%D8%AA%D8%AD%D8%B1%D9%83-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AC%D9%8A%D8%B4-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%84%D8%A8%D9%86%D8%A7%D9%86%D9%8A-%D9%88%D9%84%D8%AC%D9%86%D8%A9-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D8%B1%D8%A7%D9%82%D8%A8%D8%A9-%D8%AA%D9%81%D8%AA%D9%8A%D8%B4-%D8%AB%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AB-%D9%84%D9%85%D9%83%D8%A7%D9%86-%D9%81%D9%8A-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B4%D9%88%D9%8A%D9%81%D8%A7%D8%AA
https://www.annahar.com/Lebanon/Politics/208088/%D8%AA%D8%BA%D8%B1%D9%8A%D8%AF%D8%A9-%D8%A3%D8%AF%D8%B1%D8%B9%D9%8A-%D8%AA%D8%AD%D8%B1%D9%83-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AC%D9%8A%D8%B4-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%84%D8%A8%D9%86%D8%A7%D9%86%D9%8A-%D9%88%D9%84%D8%AC%D9%86%D8%A9-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D8%B1%D8%A7%D9%82%D8%A8%D8%A9-%D8%AA%D9%81%D8%AA%D9%8A%D8%B4-%D8%AB%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AB-%D9%84%D9%85%D9%83%D8%A7%D9%86-%D9%81%D9%8A-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B4%D9%88%D9%8A%D9%81%D8%A7%D8%AA
https://www.thenationalnews.com/news/mena/2024/11/27/revealed-full-text-of-the-israel-hezbollah-ceasefire-agreement/
https://www.almanar.com.lb/12876789
https://www.almanar.com.lb/12876789
https://www.barrons.com/news/most-hezbollah-military-sites-ceded-to-army-in-south-lebanon-source-c64337d8
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Figure 2: A heatmap of Israeli strikes north of the Litani river since the start of the CoH on November 27, 2024.
Strikes are clustered in the remote valleys between Nabatieh and Jezzine, as well as around Nabi Chit near the Syrian border.

The frequency of Israeli airstrikes decreased in April compared to their peak in March, with
a total of 71 strikes, 20 of which occurred north of the Litani.'® However, Israel escalated its
targeted assassinations in Lebanon in April, conducting airstrikes against 11 Hezbollah officials, 1
from Hamas, and 1 from Jamaa al-Islamiya’s Fajr Force - its highest monthly tally since restarting
this campaign in mid-February.”” On April 1, Israel conducted its first targeted assassination
in the greater Beirut area since the CoH came into effect, killing four - including a Hezbollah
official - and injuring seven others in a strike targeting an apartment in the southern suburbs
of the capital.”® Israel targeted a Hamas official on April 4 in Saida'® and a Jamaa al-Islamiya-Fajr
Force official on April 22 in Baaouerta,” approximately 15 kilometers south of Beirut. The Israeli
military also widened the geographic scope of its campaign, launching strikes in major urban
areas and along roadways that had rarely or never been targeted since the start of the CoH.

' LCAT logs all Israeli airstrikes reported by Lebanon's National News Agency, L'Orient Today, and Al-Mayadeen. LCAT logged 117 airstrikes in March 2025, 61
in February 2025, 29 in January 2025, 75 in December 2024, and 11 between November 27, 2024 and November 30, 2024.

For context, Israel conducted an average of 297 strikes per month between November 2023 and August 2024, before the start of its widescale military
campaign on September 23, 2024.

7 LCAT logs all reports of Israeli targeted assassinations against Hezbollah officials and officials of allied parties. LCAT does not include Israeli strikes targeting
ostensibly low-ranking Hezbollah members and operatives in this tally. LCAT logged six targeted assassinations in March and five from February 15 through
February 28.

'8 L'Orient Today, Who was Hassan Bdeir, a Hezbollah official killed in a new Israeli strike on the southern suburbs? April 1, 2025;

NNA, dobadl (wle §ylell claged dac glai)l :dzanll cs)lel Sldac April 1, 2025

® L'Orient Today, Who was Hassan Farhat, Hamas local leader assassinated by Israel in Saida? April 4, 2025

2 L'Orient Today, Israeli strikes kill two, including al-Jamaa al-Islamiya commander, in Chouf and Sour districts April 22, 2025



https://today.lorientlejour.com/article/1454168/who-was-hassan-bdeir-a-hezbollah-official-killed-in-a-new-israeli-strike-on-the-southern-suburbs.html
https://www.nna-leb.gov.lb/ar/justice-law/769719/%D8%B9%D9%85%D9%84%D9%8A%D8%A7%D8%AA-%D8%B7%D9%88%D8%A7%D8%B1%D9%89%D8%A1-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B5%D8%AD%D8%A9-%D8%A7%D8%B1%D8%AA%D9%81%D8%A7%D8%B9-%D8%B9%D8%AF%D8%AF-%D8%B4%D9%87%D8%AF%D8%A7%D8%A1-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%BA%D8%A7%D8%B1%D8%A9-%D8%B9%D9%84%D9%89-%D8%A7%D9%84
https://www.nna-leb.gov.lb/ar/justice-law/769719/%D8%B9%D9%85%D9%84%D9%8A%D8%A7%D8%AA-%D8%B7%D9%88%D8%A7%D8%B1%D9%89%D8%A1-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B5%D8%AD%D8%A9-%D8%A7%D8%B1%D8%AA%D9%81%D8%A7%D8%B9-%D8%B9%D8%AF%D8%AF-%D8%B4%D9%87%D8%AF%D8%A7%D8%A1-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%BA%D8%A7%D8%B1%D8%A9-%D8%B9%D9%84%D9%89-%D8%A7%D9%84
https://today.lorientlejour.com/article/1454669/who-was-hassan-farhat-hamas-local-leader-assassinated-by-israel-in-saida.html
https://today.lorientlejour.com/article/1456993/two-dead-including-jamaa-islamiya-commander-in-israeli-strikes-in-chouf-and-south.html
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& April 1 through April 30

x February 1 through March 31
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Figure 3: The locations of Israel’s targeted assassinations since the start of the CoH.

Hezbollah has refrained from overt military action against Israel since early December. The
organization has claimed only one attack against Israel since the start of the CoH - firing
two mortar rounds on December 2 at the contested Shebaa Farms area claimed by Lebanon,
Israel, and Syria®' — an action it called an initial and defensive warning.?? Since the start of the
CoH, Hezbollah has deferred to the Lebanese state to pressure for Israel to stop its military
actions in Lebanon. On April 28, Hezbollah Secretary-General Naim Qasem stated that his
organization remains committed to the CoH and the LAF’s deployment in southern Lebanon,

urging the Lebanese government to take stronger action to ensure its implementation.”

21 L'Orient Today, To whom do Shebaa Farms belong? January 24, 2024
22 NNA, adil VI Gl6gyzll 1>y "dro MVl doglioll” December 2, 2024
2 L'Orient Today, Qassem: The strike on the southern suburbs is a political aggression aimed at changing the existing rules April 28, 2025



https://today.lorientlejour.com/article/1365586/to-whom-do-shebaa-farms-belong.html
https://www.nna-leb.gov.lb/ar/justice-law/743451/%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D9%82%D8%A7%D9%88%D9%85%D8%A9-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A7%D8%B3%D9%84%D8%A7%D9%85%D9%8A%D8%A9-%D8%B1%D8%AF%D8%A7-%D8%B9%D9%84%D9%89-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AE%D8%B1%D9%88%D9%82%D8%A7%D8%AA-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A7%D8%B3%D8%B1%D8%A7%D8%A6%D9%8A%D9%84%D9%8A%D8%A9-%D9%86
https://www.nna-leb.gov.lb/ar/justice-law/743451/%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D9%82%D8%A7%D9%88%D9%85%D8%A9-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A7%D8%B3%D9%84%D8%A7%D9%85%D9%8A%D8%A9-%D8%B1%D8%AF%D8%A7-%D8%B9%D9%84%D9%89-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AE%D8%B1%D9%88%D9%82%D8%A7%D8%AA-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A7%D8%B3%D8%B1%D8%A7%D8%A6%D9%8A%D9%84%D9%8A%D8%A9-%D9%86
https://today.lorientlejour.com/article/1457897/qassem-the-strike-on-the-southern-suburb-is-a-political-aggression-aimed-at-changing-the-existing-rules.html
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On April 3, United States (US) Deputy Special Envoy to the Middle East Morgan Ortagus

visited Lebanon and emphasized that the US requires the initiation of a nationwide plan
to disarm Hezbollah as a condition for Israeli withdrawal and reconstruction. Ortagus
reaffirmed the US’s continued support to the LAF, while also stressing that US support for
Lebanon is contingent on reforms.>> On April 30, President Joseph Aoun met with the new
chairman of the ceasefire supervision committee, US Major General Michael Leeney, in the
presence of his predecessor US Major General Jasper Jeffers and US ambassador to Lebanon
Lisa Johnson. Aoun called for the committee to take on an expanded role in pressuring Israel

to end its violations of the CoH.?®

Israeli military actions in April 2025

2 Small arms fire

x Airstrike

@ Litani river

Figure 4: Israeli airstrikes and small arms fire in southern Lebanon in April 2025.

Israeli military actions in Lebanon’s border regions continue to hinder the return of internally
displaced persons (IDPs) and threaten reconstruction efforts. On April 2, Israeli Defense
Minister Israel Katz said that his country would indefinitely enforce a vaguely delineated

security strip on Lebanese territory that includes five Israeli hilltop military outposts.?”’

% The Cradle, US gives Lebanon ultimatum to disarm Hezbollah or face war: Report April 3, 2025

% L'Orient Today, Ortagus in Beirut: Hezbollah disarmament and economic reforms April 6, 2025

% L'Orient Today, Aoun meets new head of the cease-fire supervision committee April 30, 2025

27 Times of Israel, In Lebanon, Katz says troops to stay ‘without time limit’ to defend border communities April 2, 2025



https://thecradle.co/articles-id/29846
https://today.lorientlejour.com/article/1454877/ortagus-discussed-hezbollahs-disarmament-according-to-a-lebanese-official.html
https://today.lorientlejour.com/article/1458105/aoun-meets-new-head-of-the-cease-fire-supervision-committee.html
https://www.timesofisrael.com/in-lebanon-katz-says-troops-to-stay-without-time-limit-to-defend-border-communities/

w Lebanon Crisis Analytics Team

April Crisis Update .“&‘.

Israeli troops regularly open small-arms fire along the border, including on April 8, when

two people were injured near Mays al-Jabal during a Council of the South inspection of
property damage.”® Israeli UAV strikes targeted excavators and bulldozers working in the
border region on at least five occasions throughout April. Israel has also waged a campaign
of destroying prefabricated living units set up in the border region, conducting at least 20
strikes against these temporary structures in the past month, out of a total of at least 26
since the start of the CoH.? According to the Council of the South, Israel has destroyed 47
of the 102 prefabricated units that were installed in southern Lebanon.*° Israeli troops also
regularly deploy quadcopters over the border region to drop stun grenades, conducting 18
such attacks in April — the highest monthly tally since November 2024

As of April 16, 91,574 people remained displaced across Lebanon as a result of Israeli
military action.*? The number of IDPs has remained relatively static since Israel completed
its withdrawal from towns and villages in southern Lebanon on February 18, when 98,994
people remained displaced.”* A total of 28 people were killed in Lebanon last month by
Israeli military action.?

Syria-Lebanon Clashes

The situation along Lebanon’s northeastern border with Syria was relatively quiet in April
following months of intermittent clashes since the fall of the Bashar al-Assad regime in
Syria in early December 2024. On April 24, an exchange of fire erupted along the border
north of Hermel. As with the clashes in and around Houch al-Sayyid Ali in March* - which
left seven dead and 52 injured in Lebanon - the exact circumstances of the fighting remain
unclear. The LAF announced that the exchange of fire originated from Lebanon due to
smuggling activities, prompting the Syrian military to return fire.** Meanwhile, Syria’s
state news agency accused Hezbollah militants of opening artillery fire toward the Syrian
military.?” This echoed Syria’s accusation in March, when it announced that Hezbollah
militants took part in the fighting while media reports said the clashes involved Lebanese
tribal members. Lebanon’s state news agency reported that during this exchange of fire, an
explosive-laden UAV detonated in Houch al-Sayyid Ali, injuring eight Syrian refugees.*®

2 |'Orient Today, Woman succumbs to injuries from Israeli strike in Sour; two injured by Israeli gunfire on Mais al-Jabal April 8, 2025

22 LCAT logs all Israeli airstrikes reported by Lebanon’s National News Agency, L'Orient Today, and Al-Mayadeen, noting when they pose a barrier to return by
targeting reconstruction activity, including the bombing of prefabricated housing units.

30 L'Orient Today, Truce talks in Cairo: Israeli source denies reported ‘breakthrough’ April 29, 2025

31 LCAT logs all Israeli quadcopter attacks reported by Lebanon’s National News Agency, L'Orient Today, and Al-Mayadeen. LCAT logged 18 such incidents in
April 2025, 17 in March 2025, 7 in February 2025, 10 in January 2025, and none earlier in the CoH period starting on November 27, 2024.

32 |0M, Mobility Snapshot - Round 85 April 17, 2025

* 10M, Mobility Snapshot - Round 77 February 20, 2025

3 LCAT logs all reports by the Lebanese Ministry of Public Health, National News Agency, L'Orient Today, and Al-Mayadeen of casualties caused by Israeli
military actions. When reports differ between sources, LCAT uses figures reported by the Ministry of Public Health.

* Mercy Corps Lebanon, March Crisis Update April 4, 2025

3 | ebanese Armed Forces, & jgud| @bl 5zl aic SSLipVl il e duliiwl duiel sy 3ok iuzl April 25, 2025

7 SANA, dlll iz Sluiulie Ciilisl Gl J gloall 6,1y youas April 24, 2025

3 NNA, sl jg> (06 d2de gy ylzdil cly> z gy s ygw u=>il A &lo| April 24, 2025



https://today.lorientlejour.com/article/1455108/macron-expected-in-al-arich-egypts-outpost-for-humanitarian-support-to-gaza-live.html
https://today.lorientlejour.com/article/1457940/truce-talks-in-cairo-israeli-source-denies-reported-breakthrough-live-.html
https://dtm.iom.int/reports/mobility-snapshot-round-85-17-04-2025
https://dtm.iom.int/reports/mobility-snapshot-round-77-20-02-2025
March Crisis Update
https://lebarmy.gov.lb/ar/content/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AC%D9%8A%D8%B4-%D9%8A%D9%86%D9%81%D8%B0-%D8%AA%D8%AF%D8%A7%D8%A8%D9%8A%D8%B1-%D8%A3%D9%85%D9%86%D9%8A%D8%A9-%D8%A7%D8%B3%D8%AA%D8%AB%D9%86%D8%A7%D8%A6%D9%8A%D8%A9-%D8%B9%D9%84%D9%89-%D8%A3%D8%AB%D8%B1-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A7%D8%B4%D8%AA%D8%A8%D8%A7%D9%83%D8%A7%D8%AA-%D8%B9%D9%86%D8%AF-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AD%D8%AF%D9%88%D8%AF-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%84%D8%A8%D9%86%D8%A7%D9%86%D9%8A%D8%A9-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B3%D9%88%D8%B1%D9%8A%D8%A9
https://lebarmy.gov.lb/ar/content/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AC%D9%8A%D8%B4-%D9%8A%D9%86%D9%81%D8%B0-%D8%AA%D8%AF%D8%A7%D8%A8%D9%8A%D8%B1-%D8%A3%D9%85%D9%86%D9%8A%D8%A9-%D8%A7%D8%B3%D8%AA%D8%AB%D9%86%D8%A7%D8%A6%D9%8A%D8%A9-%D8%B9%D9%84%D9%89-%D8%A3%D8%AB%D8%B1-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A7%D8%B4%D8%AA%D8%A8%D8%A7%D9%83%D8%A7%D8%AA-%D8%B9%D9%86%D8%AF-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AD%D8%AF%D9%88%D8%AF-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%84%D8%A8%D9%86%D8%A7%D9%86%D9%8A%D8%A9-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B3%D9%88%D8%B1%D9%8A%D8%A9
https://sana.sy/?p=2211517
https://sana.sy/?p=2211517
https://www.nna-leb.gov.lb/ar/justice-law/775048/%D8%A5%D8%B5%D8%A7%D8%A8%D8%A9-%D9%A8-%D9%86%D8%A7%D8%B2%D8%AD%D9%8A%D9%86-%D8%B3%D9%88%D8%B1%D9%8A%D9%8A%D9%86-%D8%A8%D8%AC%D8%B1%D9%88%D8%AD-%D8%AC%D8%B1%D8%A7%D8%A1-%D8%A7%D9%86%D9%81%D8%AC%D8%A7%D8%B1-%D8%AF%D8%B1%D9%88%D9%86-%D9%85%D9%81%D8%AE%D8%AE%D8%A9
https://www.nna-leb.gov.lb/ar/justice-law/775048/%D8%A5%D8%B5%D8%A7%D8%A8%D8%A9-%D9%A8-%D9%86%D8%A7%D8%B2%D8%AD%D9%8A%D9%86-%D8%B3%D9%88%D8%B1%D9%8A%D9%8A%D9%86-%D8%A8%D8%AC%D8%B1%D9%88%D8%AD-%D8%AC%D8%B1%D8%A7%D8%A1-%D8%A7%D9%86%D9%81%D8%AC%D8%A7%D8%B1-%D8%AF%D8%B1%D9%88%D9%86-%D9%85%D9%81%D8%AE%D8%AE%D8%A9
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Source: NNA

Economic Updates:

On April 24, the parliament approved amendments to the Banking Secrecy Law,

satisfying a key IMF requirement.’® The law will take effect retroactively, dating back 10
years from its passage.”® On April 2, the Council of Ministers sent the draft amendments
to parliament, where deputies debated amendments to the seventh article in the original
law — passed in 1956 — authorizing state auditors and regulatory bodies to access banking

data for all depositors.*!

On April 23, Minister of Finance Yassine Jaber reached a preliminary agreement with
the World Bank to increase the value of its reconstruction loan to Lebanon from USD
250 million to USD 400 million. While visiting the US,*? the minister also stated that the
World Bank and IMF are preparing a broader loan package for Lebanon worth about USD
1 billion, repayable over 50 years. If finalized, the package will likely be divided as follows:
USD 250 million for electricity and transportation infrastructure, USD 256 million for water,

USD 200 million for agriculture, and USD 200 million for social affairs.*

Tourist arrivals to Lebanon in 2024 dropped by about 32% compared to 2023, largely
due to the Israel-Hezbollah conflict.”* The number of overall arrivals to Lebanon in the
first quarter of 2025 declined by 1.42% compared to the same period in 2024, suggesting

that the tourism sector is not on track to swiftly recover.*

3 NNA, @ paoll & pull ils HMasi sl April 24, 2025

40 L'Orient Today, Joint commission approves revision of banking secrecy rules April 17, 2025

41 Lebanese Parliament, caduwillg saillg dus | & pudl (pigils S\l ¢nyslaS il oLl April 16, 2025

“2 L'Orient Today, Jaber holds several discussions in preparation for IMF, World Bank Spring meetings April 14, 2025
4 L'Orient Today, Jaber announces increase of World Bank loan from $250 to $400 million April 23, 2025

4 L'Orient Today, Lebanon>s tourist arrivals drop 32 percent in 2024 February 20, 2025

4 LBCI, Beirut Airport sees over 1.25 million passengers in the first quarter of 2025 April 10, 2025



https://www.nna-leb.gov.lb/ar/%D8%B3%D9%8A%D8%A7%D8%B3%D8%A9/774909/%D8%A7%D9%82%D8%B1%D8%A7%D8%B1-%D8%AA%D8%B9%D8%AF%D9%8A%D9%84%D8%A7%D8%AA-%D9%82%D8%A7%D9%86%D9%88%D9%86-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B3%D8%B1%D9%8A%D8%A9-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D8%B5%D8%B1%D9%81%D9%8A%D8%A9
https://www.nna-leb.gov.lb/ar/%D8%B3%D9%8A%D8%A7%D8%B3%D8%A9/774909/%D8%A7%D9%82%D8%B1%D8%A7%D8%B1-%D8%AA%D8%B9%D8%AF%D9%8A%D9%84%D8%A7%D8%AA-%D9%82%D8%A7%D9%86%D9%88%D9%86-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B3%D8%B1%D9%8A%D8%A9-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D8%B5%D8%B1%D9%81%D9%8A%D8%A9
https://today.lorientlejour.com/article/1456422/joint-commission-approves-revision-of-banking-secrecy-rules.html
https://lp.gov.lb/ContentRecordDetails?Id=34118
https://lp.gov.lb/ContentRecordDetails?Id=34118
https://today.lorientlejour.com/article/1456018/jaber-holds-several-discussions-in-preparation-for-imf-world-bank-spring-meetings.html?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://today.lorientlejour.com/article/1457190/jaber-announces-increase-of-wb-loan-from-250-to-400-million.html
https://today.lorientlejour.com/article/1448628/lebanons-tourist-arrivals-drop-32-percent-in-2024.html
https://www.lbcgroup.tv/news/economy/848252/beirut-airport-sees-over-125-million-passengers-in-the-first-quarter-o/en
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A pair of Israeli strikes in Beirut’s southern suburbs since the CoH took effect on November

27 has likely discouraged tourists from planning trips to Lebanon’s capital.”® Despite this,
the Association of Travel and Tourist Agents in Lebanon reported no significant impact on

travel bookings following the first attack on March 28.*

On April 24, the parliament authorized the issuance of LBP 500,000, LBP 1 million,
LBP 2 million, and LBP 5 million banknotes.*® Currently, Lebanon’s largest banknote is
worth LBP 100,000, equivalent to approximately USD 1.1, meaning the larger denomination
notes should offer greater convenience when conducting transactions in LBP. The new
banknotes, once released, are unlikely to affect the exchange rate, as the Central Bank is

expected to introduce them gradually to replace the existing LBP supply.*”®

4 Addiyar, [baze wy=l guwgi .. dsball cand selsi Juilw] April 27, 2025

47 L'Orient Today, Tourism sector on alert after Israeli strike on Beirutcs southern suburb  April 2, 2025

4 L'Orient Today, Almost six years after the crisis, Lebanon finally decides to issue new banknotes April 26, 2025

49 LBCI, New banknotes as part of currency reform: Lebanon to introduce LBP 500,000 and LBP 1 million bills April 27, 2025



https://addiyar.com/article/2240098-%D8%A5%D8%B3%D8%B1%D8%A7%D8%A6%D9%8A%D9%84-%D8%AA%D8%B9%D8%A7%D9%88%D8%AF-%D9%82%D8%B5%D9%81-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B6%D8%A7%D8%AD%D9%8A%D8%A9-%D8%AA%D9%88%D8%B3%D9%8A%D8%B9-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AD%D8%B1%D8%A8-%D9%85%D8%AC%D8%B1%D8%A8-%D9%85%D8%AC%D8%AF%D8%AF%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A8%D9%86%D8%A7%D9%86-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B1%D8%B3%D9%85%D9%8A-%D9%8A%D8%B7%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A8-%D9%88%D8%A7%D8%B4%D9%86%D8%B7%D9%86-%D9%88%D8%A8%D8%A7%D8%B1%D9%8A%D8%B3
https://addiyar.com/article/2240098-%D8%A5%D8%B3%D8%B1%D8%A7%D8%A6%D9%8A%D9%84-%D8%AA%D8%B9%D8%A7%D9%88%D8%AF-%D9%82%D8%B5%D9%81-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B6%D8%A7%D8%AD%D9%8A%D8%A9-%D8%AA%D9%88%D8%B3%D9%8A%D8%B9-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AD%D8%B1%D8%A8-%D9%85%D8%AC%D8%B1%D8%A8-%D9%85%D8%AC%D8%AF%D8%AF%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A8%D9%86%D8%A7%D9%86-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B1%D8%B3%D9%85%D9%8A-%D9%8A%D8%B7%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A8-%D9%88%D8%A7%D8%B4%D9%86%D8%B7%D9%86-%D9%88%D8%A8%D8%A7%D8%B1%D9%8A%D8%B3
https://today.lorientlejour.com/article/1454286/tourism-sector-on-alert-after-israeli-strike-on-beiruts-southern-suburb.html
https://today.lorientlejour.com/article/1457593/almost-six-years-after-the-crisis-lebanon-finally-decides-to-issue-new-banknotes.html
https://www.lbcgroup.tv/news/news-bulletin-reports/851153/new-banknotes-as-part-of-currency-reform-lebanon-to-introduce-lbp-5000/en
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Political Updates:

On April 14, Lebanese Prime Minister Nawaf Salam paid his first visit to Damascus as
premier.” The prime minister’s delegation met with Syrian President Ahmad Al-Sharaa
and Foreign Minister Asaad Al-Shaibani to discuss strengthening bilateral relations,
addressing issues such as border security, anti-smuggling efforts, land and maritime border
demarcation, the safe return of refugees to Syria, the fate of missing and detained Lebanese
nationals in Syria, as well as judicial, trade, and energy cooperation. Both sides agreed to
form a joint ministerial committee®' to follow up on shared concerns.>? Salam’s visit follows
a late March meeting between the Syrian and Lebanese defense ministers in Jeddah, where
they agreed to form specialized committees to enhance cooperation on key security and
military issues. The meeting came amid heightened border tensions that escalated into two

rounds of deadly cross-border clashes on February 6 and March 16.>

Following the outbreak of hostilities along the Syrian coast in late March, tens of thousands
of displaced Syrian nationals have fled to northern Lebanon. As of April 22, approximately
36,184 people had crossed into the North and Akkar governorates from Syria. Between April 17
and 21, an estimated 4,915 individuals were recorded arriving (either newly arriving or returning)
in Lebanon through the north. In the Bekaa region, the Baalbek Disaster Risk Management (DRM)

unit has recorded roughly 85,390 arrivals from Syria since December 8.>

50 NNA, Lgaly 850w ole Blasdly jlezdl uus 8acls e pualdl pu OB jlue (o6 83y1> dxds 206 lgilis o t@udien) @iyl atisl p\uw April 14, 2025

°" The ministerial committee — comprising the Ministries of Foreign Affairs, Defense, Interior, and Justice — is tasked with following up on matters of mutual
concern between Lebanon and Syria, including lifting sanctions, attracting investment, facilitating refugee returns, and reopening land export routes.

°2 Arab News, Lebanon’s Salam meets Al-Sharaa in Damascus to revive Syria ties April 14, 2025

53 Arab News, Lebanese, Syrian defense ministers ink deal after border security talks March 28, 2025

> UNHCR, UNHCR Regional Flash Update #24 - Syria Situation Crisis (25 April 2025) - Syrian Arab Republic April 25, 2025



https://www.nna-leb.gov.lb/ar/%D8%B3%D9%8A%D8%A7%D8%B3%D8%A9/772708/%D8%B3%D9%84%D8%A7%D9%85-%D8%A7%D8%AE%D8%AA%D8%AA%D9%85-%D8%B2%D9%8A%D8%A7%D8%B1%D8%AA%D9%87-%D9%84%D8%AF%D9%85%D8%B4%D9%82-%D9%85%D9%86-%D8%B4%D8%A3%D9%86%D9%87%D8%A7-%D9%81%D8%AA%D8%AD-%D8%B5%D9%81%D8%AD%D8%A9-%D8%AC%D8%AF%D9%8A%D8%AF%D8%A9-%D9%81%D9%8A
https://www.nna-leb.gov.lb/ar/%D8%B3%D9%8A%D8%A7%D8%B3%D8%A9/772708/%D8%B3%D9%84%D8%A7%D9%85-%D8%A7%D8%AE%D8%AA%D8%AA%D9%85-%D8%B2%D9%8A%D8%A7%D8%B1%D8%AA%D9%87-%D9%84%D8%AF%D9%85%D8%B4%D9%82-%D9%85%D9%86-%D8%B4%D8%A3%D9%86%D9%87%D8%A7-%D9%81%D8%AA%D8%AD-%D8%B5%D9%81%D8%AD%D8%A9-%D8%AC%D8%AF%D9%8A%D8%AF%D8%A9-%D9%81%D9%8A
https://www.arabnews.com/node/2597016/middle-east
https://www.arabnews.com/node/2595134/middle-east
https://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/unhcr-regional-flash-update-24-syria-situation-crisis-25-april-2025
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The recent refugee influx has sparked communal tensions and drawn a sharp political

backlash. Notably, Free Patriotic Movement leader Gebran Bassil denounced the presence
of Syrian refugees as a “new kind of occupation” and called for the “unconditional return
of all displaced Syrians”. Bassil also criticized the United Nations High Commissioner for
Refugees, accusing the agency of driving the crisis by imposing what he described as

“international guardianship” over decisions related to the return of Syrian nationals.>

The Lebanese government announced that municipal elections will be held in South
Lebanon and Nabatieh on May 24. According to the schedule released by the Ministry of
Interior and Municipalities, elections are scheduled for May 4 in Mount Lebanon; May 11
in North Lebanon and Akkar; May 18 in Beirut, Beqaa, and Baalbek-Hermel; and May 24 in
South Lebanon and Nabatieh.”® To accommodate individuals displaced by ongoing lIsraeli
military action in Lebanese towns along the border, the government announced that it has
established alternative polling stations in neighboring villages for those unable to vote in

their own towns.>”8

With Mount Lebanon’s elections approaching, 40 of 333 municipal councils in the
governorate have been formed through consensus, without holding elections.”® In
Beirut, the Future Movement’s withdrawal from municipal elections threatens to upend
the equal distribution of seats along confessional lines, which has been maintained by
convention.®®¢" Previous attempts to legally divide the capital into two electoral districts

for municipal elections have failed.®

> NNA, Bassil: It is not racism when we demand the return of a people to their land April 26, 2025

6 LBCI, _laslsoall sy du4lisVlg dadl SLiB)I clys] 2,lei olei ddslall 8,l9March 24, 2025;

IMLebanon, wsizdl (x6 &aldl LG G liy Sl)lLs g8es ylxzl April 25, 2025

57 IMLebanon, Wizl bl duiel cililaws V- April 30, 2025

%8 Almodon, & ;kaJ.ll L:.vm e odoo p&l.:.u ubLzu&U uL\_L@JI a.o‘.c qkl.lol April 28, 2025;

LBCl, d 5 6 dyalll obl=iVl April 28, 2025

% Saida Online, 'a.szJI mbqul <y Lmo.JI uSI omq » «.LoLdI <mL> e Sgyu» Apr|| 27,2025

% Almodon, : by whlzil March 27, 2025;

Aliwaa, SVl cavil | dulile gSyh syl j1s as g3l (ad &alill gy Sl April 26, 2025

" Predominantly Christian political parties are calling for equal confessional representation in the Beirut Municipal Council. Predominantly Muslim political
parties and members of the Change Movement are pushing to amend Article 67 of the Municipal Law, which would strip the governor — a Greek Orthodox
Christian — of executive powers and transfer them to the mayor and municipal council.

L'Orient Today, The rise and fall of Beirut's '‘Baladiye’ April 19, 2023

2 Asharq Al-Awsat Sholl bl o oglies ubgasdl lgaiisy gy sl Oblkil o duailall dawsliell April 28, 2025;

Saida Online, duslsdl dibliall JJylaall yiST oiag ..« uslill d&sls (ale Cogyu» April 27, 2025



https://www.nna-leb.gov.lb/en/politics/775518/bassil-it-is-not-racism-when-we-demand-the-return
https://www.lbcgroup.tv/news/breaking-news/845199/%D9%88%D8%B2%D8%A7%D8%B1%D8%A9-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AF%D8%A7%D8%AE%D9%84%D9%8A%D8%A9-%D8%AA%D8%B9%D9%84%D9%86-%D8%AA%D9%88%D8%A7%D8%B1%D9%8A%D8%AE-%D8%A5%D8%AC%D8%B1%D8%A7%D8%A1-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A5%D9%86%D8%AA%D8%AE%D8%A7%D8%A8%D8%A7%D8%AA-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A8%D9%84%D8%AF%D9%8A%D8%A9-%D9%88%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A5%D8%AE%D8%AA%D9%8A%D8%A7%D8%B1%D9%8A%D8%A9-%D8%A8%D8%AD%D8%B3%D8%A8-%D8%A7/ar
https://www.lbcgroup.tv/news/breaking-news/845199/%D9%88%D8%B2%D8%A7%D8%B1%D8%A9-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AF%D8%A7%D8%AE%D9%84%D9%8A%D8%A9-%D8%AA%D8%B9%D9%84%D9%86-%D8%AA%D9%88%D8%A7%D8%B1%D9%8A%D8%AE-%D8%A5%D8%AC%D8%B1%D8%A7%D8%A1-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A5%D9%86%D8%AA%D8%AE%D8%A7%D8%A8%D8%A7%D8%AA-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A8%D9%84%D8%AF%D9%8A%D8%A9-%D9%88%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A5%D8%AE%D8%AA%D9%8A%D8%A7%D8%B1%D9%8A%D8%A9-%D8%A8%D8%AD%D8%B3%D8%A8-%D8%A7/ar
https://www.imlebanon.org/2025/04/25/hajjar-south-elections/
https://www.imlebanon.org/2025/04/25/hajjar-south-elections/
https://www.imlebanon.org/newspaper/southern-elections/
https://www.imlebanon.org/newspaper/southern-elections/
https://www.almodon.com/politics/2025/4/28/%D8%A5%D8%B7%D9%84%D8%A7%D9%82-%D8%BA%D8%B1%D9%81%D8%A9-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B9%D9%85%D9%84%D9%8A%D8%A7%D8%AA-%D9%84%D9%84%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%AA%D8%AE%D8%A7%D8%A8%D8%A7%D8%AA-%D8%B3%D9%84%D8%A7%D9%85-%D8%AE%D8%B7%D9%88%D8%A9-%D9%81%D9%8A-%D8%AA%D9%81%D8%B9%D9%8A%D9%84-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%84%D8%A7%D9%85%D8%B1%D9%83%D8%B2%D9%8A%D8%A9
https://www.almodon.com/politics/2025/4/28/%D8%A5%D8%B7%D9%84%D8%A7%D9%82-%D8%BA%D8%B1%D9%81%D8%A9-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B9%D9%85%D9%84%D9%8A%D8%A7%D8%AA-%D9%84%D9%84%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%AA%D8%AE%D8%A7%D8%A8%D8%A7%D8%AA-%D8%B3%D9%84%D8%A7%D9%85-%D8%AE%D8%B7%D9%88%D8%A9-%D9%81%D9%8A-%D8%AA%D9%81%D8%B9%D9%8A%D9%84-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%84%D8%A7%D9%85%D8%B1%D9%83%D8%B2%D9%8A%D8%A9
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Access to Services:

The National Social Security Fund (NSSF) announced that its coverage of
pharmaceuticals and hospital rates has returned to pre-2019 levels. According to its
April 17 statement, the NSSF has restored 90% of hospital coverage for surgeries, 80%
coverage for 1,067 acute medications, and enhanced coverage for 3,200 chronic and
incurable disease medication.®® Days earlier on April 15, NSSF Director General Muhammad
Karaki announced that the fund has increased coverage for radiation therapy and other
cancer treatments. The NSSF also increased family allowances (LBP 1.2 million for a spouse,
LBP 660,000 per child), a form of direct compensation for eligible individuals who have

NSSF coverage.®*

On April 16, the Lebanese government launched a project to rehabilitate the Beirut
Airport Road. The initiative includes repaving the roadway, installing new lighting poles,
upgrading safety signage and crash barriers, servicing electromechanical systems, and
landscaping.®® The project is scheduled to be completed within two to three months.®
The Ministry of Interior and Municipalities and the Beirut Governorate also ordered the
removal of political and religious posters from public spaces and banned commercial
advertisements on public property across Beirut, prioritizing the Airport Road for

enforcement.®’
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% NNA, (UPDATE) Salam Launches Beirut Airport Road Rehabilitation Project April 16, 2025

% L'Orient Today, Salam, Rassamny and Hout launch Airport Road rehabilitation project April 16, 2025

57 L'Orient Today, Beirut begins removal of all religious and political banners April 16, 2025;
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Throughout April, education sector workers staged protests demanding better

working conditions and higher compensation. On April 7, employees of the Lebanese
University staged a demonstration in front of the Ministry of Education demanding salary
adjustments in line with those of other public sector workers.®® On the same day, contract
schoolteachers and administrative staff also demanded equal treatment regarding sick
leave and compensation. The teachers also called for a clearer definition of their roles,
which currently alternate between teaching and administrative duties.® On April 17, the
Association of Contracted Teachers in Elementary Education protested outside the Ministry,
where they called for a wage correction and denounced the government’s decision to
revoke their summer productivity allowances.”” On April 24, over 2,000 teachers gathered
in front of the Ministry to denounce the government’s decision to discontinue their
summer productivity stipend, arguing it creates a wage disparity between educators.”” On
April 30, Minister of Education Reema Karame announced that secondary school exams

would begin on July 9, despite the ongoing protests.”?

April 7, 2025
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w Lebanon Crisis Analytics Team

April Crisis Update *\‘.

Looking Forward: 4

« Recent Israeli airstrikes and statements indicate that Tel Aviv will continue to escalate
its campaign aimed at dismantling Hezbollah's military capacities. Following Israel’s
April 27 strike near Lebanon’s capital, Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu said
that his country would not allow the southern suburbs of Beirut to become a sanctuary
for Hezbollah, indicating Tel Aviv is prepared to conduct more attacks in the densely
populated area.”? In the same statement, Netanyahu warned that his country would not
allow Hezbollah to pose a threat to Israel from anywhere in Lebanon.”* Humanitarian
actors should not expect Israel’s strikes to always follow warnings, as was the case
in the most recent strike near Beirut. Israel’s targeted assassinations have involved
bombing targets on major roadways, including the highway leading north from Beirut,
and leveling entire buildings within the municipal limits of Lebanon’s capital. While not
necessarily likely, humanitarian actors should not rule out Israel conducting limited
strikes on Lebanese state infrastructure. For example, an April 8 article in the Saudi-
owned Al-Arabiya and an April 14 article in the Jerusalem Post quoted Western security
sources claiming that Iran was transferring weapons to Hezbollah via the Port of Beirut
- potentially signaling that Israel might consider interdicting such alleged shipments.”
Hezbollah, for its part, appears unlikely to retaliate in the near term, based on statements
by its officials, who have maintained that it is the Lebanese state’s responsibility to end
Tel Aviv’s military actions in Lebanon.

« Parallel to Israel’s military actions, the US will continue to pile pressure on Lebanese
leaders to disarm Hezbollah throughout Lebanon. President Aoun has stated that the
decision on Hezbollah's disarmament has already been made, while emphasizing the
need for dialogue with the group on the issue.”® On April 18, Hezbollah Secretary-General
Naim Qassem said that his organization would not bow to pressure to disarm north of
the Litani river, but would be willing to discuss a national defense strategy with Aoun
if Israel halted its military actions in Lebanon.”” The following day, a Lebanese outlet
cited US diplomatic sources as saying that Hezbollah's stance was obstructing progress
and reconstruction in Lebanon.”® The US has reportedly informed Lebanese leaders that
much-needed international funding for the country’s reconstruction and economic
recovery is contingent on progress toward Hezbollah’s nationwide disarmament.”
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A domestic political standoff over Hezbollah’s arms could also lead to a breakdown in

consensus over other issues, such as the nascent efforts to enact financial and economic
reforms. A prolonged and deepening political crisis on the issue could spill over into
growing domestic tensions and strife, though Hezbollah has repeatedly voiced a
conciliatory and supportive stance for Lebanon’s new president and government since
the start of the CoH.

« Amendments to the Banking Secrecy Law are an important step forward in
implementing long-sought reforms but the arduous task of realizing financial sector
reform that adheres to IMF requirements requires further, likely more difficult-to-achieve
steps.?’ The details of the draft “law for resolving the situation of banks and reorganizing
it” have yet to be made public, and meaningful financial sector restructuring will not
be possible until the “financial gap” law is passed in the parliament.?’ This law should
determine the share of responsibility that the financial sector, the state, and depositors
will assume in filling the gap created by the sector’s losses.

« Lebanon is facing a sharp drop in annual rainfall, which will impact the availability of
water for general consumption and limit supplies to the agricultural sector as the dry
summer months draw nearer. The Ministry of Energy and Water is already working
with regional water agencies and formulating an emergency response plan to improve
institutional coordination®” but years of mismanagement and neglect - including
inadequate infrastructure, uncontrolled waste dumping, and poor environmental
planning - are set to compound the effects of the crisis. Demand for water deliveries
via truck will likely surge, driving up costs and further burdening vulnerable households
struggling to afford basic water access. Water shortages could also compromise the
safety and quality of supply, likely increasing the risk of contamination and spread of
waterborne diseases, such as cholera.
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