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Lebanon Crisis Analytics Team
February Crisis Update

The Monthly Lebanon Crisis Update provides an overview of economic and
political developments to alert the international aid response to new and emerging
challenges that could impact the humanitarian situation in Lebanon. In the context
of the multiple crises affecting Lebanon, the update tracks the impact of political
developments on the economy, relevant international developments, updates on
service delivery and governance issues, and analysis of the drivers of humanitarian
need as they develop. The report also aims to provide nuanced forecasting on
contextual shifts relevant to shifting needs and the implementation of humanitarian
programming. The report draws upon a desk review of currently available literature,
analysis of relevant quantitative data, and key informant interviews with a range of
experts and individuals with knowledge of Lebanon’s economy.

The Lebanon Crisis Analytics Team (LCAT) provides reactive and in-depth context
analysis to inform the aid community in Lebanon. The information and analysis
contained in this reportis therefore strictly to inform humanitarian and development
actors and associated policymaking on Lebanon.

This study/report is made possible by the support of the European Union Humanitarian Aid. The
contents of this report are the sole responsibility of the LCAT and do not necessarily reflect the
views of the European Union.
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Key Takeaways: L))

« The Israeli military did not fully withdraw from southern Lebanon by February 18 — the deadline
for Israeli forces to leave Lebanese territory in accordance with the cessation of hostilities
(CoH) agreement. Instead, Israeli units have retained positions on five hilltops near or along
the southern border. Hezbollah has publicly rejected the continued presence of Israeli troops
in Lebanese territory but has not threatened to take direct military action, stating that it will
respond on its own terms.

« Despite the CoH remaining in effect, Israeli airstrikes intensified in February. Since November 27,
Israel has conducted 177 airstrikes in Lebanese territory, including 100 north of the Litani river.
Ninety-seven people have been killed and 296 wounded by Israeli fire since the start of the CoH
on November 27, 2024.

« Widespread destruction in the south has left nearly 99,000 people displaced, with essential
services like water, electricity, and healthcare severely damaged. Local officials have warned
residents about the dangers of unexploded ordnances, as seen in Teir Harfa, where four returnees
were killed by a hidden mine.

« OnFebruary 26, Lebanon’s new government secured the backing of 95 out of 128 MPs. Hezbollah
MPs voted for Prime Minister Nawaf Salam’s cabinet, despite its ministerial statement omitting
any mention of the “resistance” - a departure from past governments.

« OnFebruary 6, Syrian forces launched an operation in the Syrian village of Hawik, which escalated
into four days of clashes with Lebanese clans whose members reside in the area. The fighting
resulted in casualties on both sides and Syrian forces also shelled Lebanese territory. On February
7, the presidents of Syria and Lebanon agreed to coordinate efforts to control the situation, and
by February 10, the Lebanese Armed Forces (LAF) had deployed to the northeastern border
region.

« President Joseph Aoun met with Saudi Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman in Riyadh to discuss
strengthening bilateral relations, support for the LAF, and economic cooperation, including
resuming Lebanese exports to Saudi Arabia. Aoun also secured pledges of military and economic
support from Qatar, Jordan, and Egypt at an emergency Arab summit in Cairo.
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E Israeli military aircraft break the sound barrier over

The Central Bank issues circulars barring
commercial banks and financial institutions from
paying out dividends

Beirut for the first time since the cessation of
hostilities came into effect

Lebanon suspends inbound commercial flights from
Iran

Protesters attack a United Nations Interim Force in
Lebanon convoy

The Central Bank issues circulars increasing monthly
withdrawal limits for eligible depositors beginning in

March
PN Q
o(s

Prime Minister Nawaf Salam’s government receives a
vote of confidence in parliament

The Ministry of Finance extends the period for
Eurobond payouts




Lebanon Crisis Analytics Team

February Crisis Update *\‘.

Source: AP/ Bilal Hussein

Conflict Updates:

Cessation of Hostilities

Israeli forces failed to complete their withdraw from southern Lebanon by February 18
as required by the CoH, instead maintaining positions on five hilltops near or along the
border region.' Israeli Defense Minister Israel Katz implied that his country’s military would
not withdraw from these outposts until Hezbollah fully redeploys north of the Litani river and is
disarmed by the LAF.? While the CoH demands Hezbollah’s disarmament - starting in southern
Lebanon?® - Hezbollah interprets the agreement as only applying to its arms south of the Litani.*
Hezbollah has rejected Israel’s continued military presence in southern Lebanon but has so far
refrained from directly threatening military action against the hilltop outposts. On February 23,
Hezbollah Secretary-General Naim Qassem characterized his organization as patient, stating it
would initiate military action when conditions were deemed favorable, while emphasizing that
responsibility for ensuring Israel’'s complete withdrawal from Lebanon rested with the Lebanese
state.’ The new Lebanese cabinet’s ministerial statement calls for “taking all necessary measures
to liberate all Lebanese territory” with state forces, without mentioning any military role for
Hezbollah, as past ministerial statements did.°®

For the first time since the CoH came into effect on November 27, Israel on February
15 assassinated an alleged Hezbollah military official.” Since then, Israeli airstrikes have
killed an alleged Hamas official in Saida® as well as three alleged Hezbollah military officials
in northeastern Lebanon and southern Lebanon.’ Israel has also continued to strike alleged
Hezbollah military infrastructure.'

" Al Jazeera, Israel refuses to fully withdraw from Lebanon: Here's what to know February 18, 2025

2 Times of Israel, IDF withdraws from Lebanon border villages, keeps ‘buffer zone' February 18, 2025

3 The National, Revealed: Full text of the Israel-Hezbollah ceasefire agreement November 27, 2024

4 Al-Manar, jlacVlg clgVb p3ilig.. & palile Cuiy dogliall awls zuidl December 5, 2024

> NNA, dolell & oall dgudl cliy (o Gy liwg 2300 g W\islg LS |l eiwl zeuw o cloaJb (uiSy (g i o) dogléall :puall uog 41” RO QUL (50 ol
February 23, 2025

6 Lebanon24, pMuw colgi iyl degS=d (syligll (il JolSJl yaill February 25, 2025;

The National, Lebanon scraps "armed resistance” from ministerial statement February 19, 2025

" Times of Israel, 2 said killed as IDF strike targets prominent Hezbollah operative in south Lebanon February 15, 2025
8 L'Orient Today, Saida strike: Israeli army claims to have killed Hamas commander February 17, 2025

° Times of Israel, IDF strike kills senior Hezbollah member February 26, 2025;

Times of Israel, IDF drone strike in north Lebanon kills Hezbollah weapons operative February 28, 2025;

Times of Israel, Hezbollah naval commander killed in Israeli strike March 4, 2025

% Times of Israel, IDF confirms it carried out airstrikes on Hezbollah targets February 23, 2025;

Times of Israel, IDF says it carried out strike on Hezbollah operatives February 25, 2025



https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2025/2/18/israel-refuses-to-fully-withdraw-from-lebanon-heres-what-to-know
https://www.timesofisrael.com/lebanese-army-says-its-deploying-in-southern-border-villages-after-idf-withdrawal/
https://www.thenationalnews.com/news/mena/2024/11/27/revealed-full-text-of-the-israel-hezbollah-ceasefire-agreement/
https://www.almanar.com.lb/12876789
https://www.almanar.com.lb/12876789
https://www.nna-leb.gov.lb/ar/%D8%B3%D9%8A%D8%A7%D8%B3%D8%A9/761456/%D9%82%D8%A7%D8%B3%D9%85-%D9%81%D9%8A-%D8%AA%D8%B4%D9%8A%D9%8A%D8%B9-%D9%86%D8%B5%D8%B1-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%84%D9%87-%D9%88%D8%B5%D9%81%D9%8A-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AF%D9%8A%D9%86-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D9%82%D8%A7%D9%88%D9%85%D8%A9-%D9%84%D9%85-%D8%AA%D9%86%D8%AA%D9%87
https://www.nna-leb.gov.lb/ar/%D8%B3%D9%8A%D8%A7%D8%B3%D8%A9/761456/%D9%82%D8%A7%D8%B3%D9%85-%D9%81%D9%8A-%D8%AA%D8%B4%D9%8A%D9%8A%D8%B9-%D9%86%D8%B5%D8%B1-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%84%D9%87-%D9%88%D8%B5%D9%81%D9%8A-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AF%D9%8A%D9%86-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D9%82%D8%A7%D9%88%D9%85%D8%A9-%D9%84%D9%85-%D8%AA%D9%86%D8%AA%D9%87
https://www.lebanon24.com/news/lebanon/1325424/%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%86%D8%B5-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%83%D8%A7%D9%85%D9%84-%D9%84%D9%84%D8%A8%D9%8A%D8%A7%D9%86-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%88%D8%B2%D8%A7%D8%B1%D9%8A-%D9%84%D8%AD%D9%83%D9%88%D9%85%D8%A9-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B1%D9%8A%D9%94%D9%8A%D8%B3-%D9%86%D9%88%D8%A7%D9%81-%D8%B3%D9%84%D8%A7%D9%85
https://www.lebanon24.com/news/lebanon/1325424/%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%86%D8%B5-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%83%D8%A7%D9%85%D9%84-%D9%84%D9%84%D8%A8%D9%8A%D8%A7%D9%86-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%88%D8%B2%D8%A7%D8%B1%D9%8A-%D9%84%D8%AD%D9%83%D9%88%D9%85%D8%A9-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B1%D9%8A%D9%94%D9%8A%D8%B3-%D9%86%D9%88%D8%A7%D9%81-%D8%B3%D9%84%D8%A7%D9%85
https://www.thenationalnews.com/news/mena/2025/02/19/lebanon-scraps-armed-resistance-from-ministerial-statement-for-first-time-in-two-decades/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/2-said-killed-as-idf-strike-targets-prominent-hezbollah-operative-in-south-lebanon/
https://today.lorientlejour.com/article/1448130/one-killed-three-injured-in-israeli-strike-targeting-car-in-saida.html
https://www.timesofisrael.com/idf-strike-kills-senior-hezbollah-member-involved-in-weapons-smuggling-to-terror-group/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/idf-drone-strike-in-north-lebanon-kills-hezbollah-weapons-operative-says-military/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/hezbollah-operative-said-killed-in-alleged-israeli-strike-in-southern-lebanon/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/idf-confirms-it-carried-out-airstrikes-on-hezbollah-targets-in-south-lebanon/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/idf-says-it-carried-out-strike-on-hezbollah-operatives-in-eastern-lebanon/
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P e 78 ™ The CoH mandates the LAF with
dismantling Hezbollah’s military
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Figure 1: Locations of Israeli military outposts in southern Lebanon and their approximate altitude. them north of the Litani.

\Jlx;’ The number of Israeli strikes north of the Litani
g river increased in February compared to January,

Israeli strikes north of the Litani river . . . .
L. -;VLV\VK . with Israeli forces conducting 44 such strikes on 12

W 3 ‘»ML,,J/ <% separate days, its highest monthly rate since the
] end of the 2024 Israel-Hezbollah War.'*'> As of March
A1 6, at least seven people have been killed since the
deadline for Israel’s withdrawal.'® In total, 98 people
have been killed by Israeli airstrikes and small arms
fire since the start of the CoH on November 27 and
301 have been wounded. Similar to its stance on
Israeli outposts in southern Lebanon, Hezbollah
has adopted an ambiguous position on a potential
response to lIsraeli airstrikes throughout Lebanon.
During a speech at former Hezbollah Secretary-
General Hassan Nasrallah’s funeral on February 23,
Qassem labeled Israeli airstrikes an aggression, but
did not outline a policy of retaliation, as Hezbollah

Figure 2: Israeli airstrikes north of the Litani river from the

start of the CoH on November 27 through March 6. had done up to the start of the CoH."”

" The National, Revealed: Full text of the Israel-Hezbollah ceasefire agreement February 27, 2025

2 YNet News, Cease-fire in Lebanon began at 4 a.m.: These are the 13 provisions of the agreement, and the US guarantees November 26, 2024

'3 LCAT logs all incidents of Israeli gunfire, artillery and tank fire, airstrikes, and demolitions and bulldozing reported by Lebanon’s National News Agency,
L'Orient Today, and Al-Mayadeen.

4 LCAT logs all Israeli airstrikes reported by Lebanon’s National News Agency, L'Orient Today, and Al-Mayadeen. LCAT logged 44 airstrikes north of the Litani
river in February 2025, 16 in January 2025, 32 in December 2024 and seven between November 27, 2024 and November 30, 2024.

Israel conducted airstrikes north of the Litani on 12 separate days in February 2025, 5 in January 2025, 10 in December 2024, and 2 between November 27,
2024 and November 30, 2024.

' Israeli jetsbroke the sound barrier over Beirut on February 12, the first time this psychological warfare tactic has been employed since the start of the CoH. Addi-
tionally, Israeli jets flew over the Lebanese capital at low altitude during the funeral for assassinated Hezbollah Secretary-General Hassan Nasrallah on February 23.
BBC, Israel seeks another extension for Lebanon withdrawal, source says February 12, 2025;

NPR, Huge crowds gather in Lebanon for funeral of slain Hezbollah leader February 23, 2025

16 LCAT logs all reports by the Ministry of Public Health, National News Agency, L'Orient Today and Al-Mayadeen of casualties caused by Israel's strikes. When
reports differ between sources, LCAT uses the numbers reported by the Ministry of Public Health.

T NNA, dblell & qall dgall cliy (a0 ¢y liniwg 2380 y=ig WWislg LS jlheiwl zeaww (Jg cloJl (uiSi XY 4l o) doglaodl iyl wog Qi“ ROU QU (00 ouwld
February 23, 2025



https://www.thenationalnews.com/news/mena/2024/11/27/revealed-full-text-of-the-israel-hezbollah-ceasefire-agreement/
https://www.ynetnews.com/article/hyxzuh7qkl
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/cy8pzw3we2xo
https://www.npr.org/2025/02/23/nx-s1-5301698/hezbollah-holds-funeral-for-hassan-nasrallah-assassinated-by-israel-in-september
https://www.nna-leb.gov.lb/ar/%D8%B3%D9%8A%D8%A7%D8%B3%D8%A9/761456/%D9%82%D8%A7%D8%B3%D9%85-%D9%81%D9%8A-%D8%AA%D8%B4%D9%8A%D9%8A%D8%B9-%D9%86%D8%B5%D8%B1-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%84%D9%87-%D9%88%D8%B5%D9%81%D9%8A-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AF%D9%8A%D9%86-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D9%82%D8%A7%D9%88%D9%85%D8%A9-%D9%84%D9%85-%D8%AA%D9%86%D8%AA%D9%87
https://www.nna-leb.gov.lb/ar/%D8%B3%D9%8A%D8%A7%D8%B3%D8%A9/761456/%D9%82%D8%A7%D8%B3%D9%85-%D9%81%D9%8A-%D8%AA%D8%B4%D9%8A%D9%8A%D8%B9-%D9%86%D8%B5%D8%B1-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%84%D9%87-%D9%88%D8%B5%D9%81%D9%8A-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AF%D9%8A%D9%86-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D9%82%D8%A7%D9%88%D9%85%D8%A9-%D9%84%D9%85-%D8%AA%D9%86%D8%AA%D9%87
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November 27 December January February
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Figure 3: The number of Israeli airstrikes north of the Litani river, per month, since the start of the CoH on November 27, 2024.

Barrier to Returns

While Israel withdrew its military from villages and towns in southern Lebanon by February
18, 2025, its continued military actions threaten the safety of returning residents. As of March
6, Israel has opened small arms fire along the border at least 15 times since the deadline for
its withdrawal, injuring three people near Wazzani and Kfar Kila."®* On February 19, an Israeli
unmanned aerial vehicle (UAV) struck a vehicle in Aita al-Shaab, killing a resident of the town -
who Israel claimed was a Hezbollah member' — and injuring his wife.?*?!

Israeli military actions since February 19
Ed- Bulldozing

2 Small arms fire

& nirstrke

@ Litani river
Chebaa, _|
b e
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.
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Figure 4: Israeli airstrikes, small arms fire, and bulldozing in south Lebanon from February 19, the day
after the Israeli military’s partial withdrawal, through March 6.

'8 LCAT logs all reports by the Ministry of Public Health, National News Agency, L'Orient Today, and Al-Mayadeen of casualties caused by Israel’s strikes. When
reports differ between sources, LCAT uses the numbers reported by the Ministry of Public Health.

'® Times of Israel, IDF strike kills Hezbollah member in southern Lebanon February 19, 2025

20 L'Orient Today, One killed by Israeli strike on car in Aita al-Shaab February 19, 2025

1 Israel has also employed psychological warfare tactics in the south since its partial withdrawal, flying UAVs over southern villages on March 3, broadcasting
messages warning residents that Hezbollah was endangering their safety by allegedly violating the CoH.

L'Orient Today, Israel says it struck a> military site <in Qardaha March 3, 2025



https://www.timesofisrael.com/idf-strike-kills-hezbollah-member-in-southern-lebanon-day-after-withdrawal/
https://today.lorientlejour.com/article/1448460/one-killed-by-israeli-strike-on-car-in-aita-al-shaab.html
https://today.lorientlejour.com/article/1450055/international-community-condemns-israels-decision-to-block-aid-to-gaza-live.html
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Internally displaced people (IDP) from southern Lebanon are faced with widescale property
and infrastructure destruction in their home villages. As of February 26, 98,875 people
remain displaced.?? According to a February 17 Human Rights Watch report, a lack of water,
electricity, telecom, and health infrastructure has been preventing the return of residents
even if their homes had not been damaged during the 2024 Israel-Hezbollah war.” At least
33% of water facilities and assets and 60% of public electricity facilities and networks have
been damaged or destroyed in the southern districts of Nabatieh, Marjaayoun, and Bint
Jbeil according to an initial United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) assessment.*
Relevant local and national authorities have continued to warn returning residents of the
dangers of unexploded ordnances and possible booby-traps.”> On February 7, four returning
residents of Teir Harfa were killed by a mine embedded in a couch in their home.*

State-led reconstruction efforts have so far been stalled amid the change of government
and as damage assessments are still underway. On December 7, the outgoing Najib
Mikati cabinet referred a draft law to the parliament to establish a legal framework for
reconstruction. However, the bill - which has yet to be passed - does not cover key issues
such as indemnities, their distribution, and funding sources.?”

Syria Impacts

The fall of the Assad regime has P
precipitated a volatile security situation Sy"""m""fyfmg;g'r;ﬁgjs,mm,m
along the 375-kilometer-long Lebanese- .g:L,\\cazvrfvs:gwa\;/ﬁﬁ
Syrian border, a remote, rugged area that = o \)

is not demarcated - parts of which are K\;\/I/\/ v
claimed by both countries — and where “"Ll// sl /
smuggling is widespread.®> The new x\/ (/‘}/
Syrian government’s security operations Y

are targeting both Assad loyalists® /J

and smugglers,*® including along the f?ﬁ::ﬁ%iﬂ"nfilﬁmwmf\jb

border with Lebanon. Armed clashes /ﬁ/U -
previously broke out between the LAF an";m,wngumm

and unidentified gunmen along the Syrian ‘LQJ\:MM A
border on December 26 in Wadi al-Aswad L ow
and January 3 in Maaraboun.?' Figure 5: Dates and localities of cross-border clashes from the fall of

the Assad regime (December 8, 2024) through March 3, 2025.

22 |OM, Displacement Tracking Matrix — Mobility Snapshot — Round 78February 27,2025
2 Human Rights Watch, Lebanon: Destruction of Infrastructure Preventing Returns February 17, 2025
2 UNDP assessed that 36 out of 76 public electricity facilities and networks as well as 40 out of 118 public water facilities and assets were damaged or de-
stroyed in the districts of Nabatieh, Marjayoun, and Bint Jbeil.
UNDP, From Cr|5|s to Recoverv Local Authorltles Confrontmq Post-War Realities in Lebanon January 22, 2025

i :siuzll February 19, 2025;
El- Nashra dxxée J Lw 528 o oL\l o,\le 1>I> )—UJZJI \L\.u.u| dubie | u.;.blel oIl el e &0l o Olgizgd February 17, 2025;

[ENY] iy &) February 9, 2025;

NNA, 8ol (Jl sgenll pac (JI JVI Cies a.».ud.b GJJ.JJ February9 2025

% L'Orient Today, The ruins in south Lebanon bear the marks of Israeli occupation February 18, 2025

27 Presidency of the Council of Ministers, g0 diuis (nd OISy loh iS5 (a6 clyjell julzal duls uiy (wiliie iyl December 7, 2024;
MTV, Details of the Reconstruction Draft December 7, 2025

% Middle East Directions, Lebanon's border areas in light of the Syrian war: new actors, old marginalisation March 2018

2> AFP, Syria forces launch security sweep in Homs January 2, 2025;

The National, Fears of sectarian violence reigniting in Syria as dozens of Alawites and HTS fighters reportedly killed January 26, 2025
30 Middle East Monitor, 6 killed in clashes between Syria security forces, gunmen in rural Homs January 22, 2025

31 LAF via X, LAF Statement December 26, 2024 / LAF via X, LAF Statement January 3, 2025



https://dtm.iom.int/reports/mobility-snapshot-round-78-27-02-2025
https://www.hrw.org/news/2025/02/17/lebanon-destruction-infrastructure-preventing-returns
https://www.undp.org/arab-states/publications/crisis-recovery-local-authorities-confronting-post-war-realities-lebanon-rapid-impact-assessment
https://nna-leb.gov.lb/ar/justice-law/760622/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AC%D9%8A%D8%B4-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%88%D8%AD%D8%AF%D8%A7%D8%AA-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B9%D8%B3%D9%83%D8%B1%D9%8A%D8%A9-%D8%AA%D8%B3%D8%AA%D9%83%D9%85%D9%84-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%AA%D8%B4%D8%A7%D8%B1-%D9%81%D9%8A-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A8%D9%84%D8%AF%D8%A7%D8%AA
https://nna-leb.gov.lb/ar/justice-law/760622/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AC%D9%8A%D8%B4-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%88%D8%AD%D8%AF%D8%A7%D8%AA-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B9%D8%B3%D9%83%D8%B1%D9%8A%D8%A9-%D8%AA%D8%B3%D8%AA%D9%83%D9%85%D9%84-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%AA%D8%B4%D8%A7%D8%B1-%D9%81%D9%8A-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A8%D9%84%D8%AF%D8%A7%D8%AA
https://elnashra.com/news/show/1711331/%D8%AA%D9%88%D8%AC%D9%8A%D9%87%D8%A7%D8%AA-%D8%A8%D9%84%D8%AF%D9%8A%D8%A9-%D9%85%D9%8A%D8%B3-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AC%D8%A8%D9%84-%D8%A5%D9%84%D9%89-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D9%88%D8%A7%D8%B7%D9%86%D9%8A%D9%86-%D8%B9%D8%B4%D9%8A%D8%A9-%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%AA%D8%B4%D8%A7%D8%B1-
https://elnashra.com/news/show/1711331/%D8%AA%D9%88%D8%AC%D9%8A%D9%87%D8%A7%D8%AA-%D8%A8%D9%84%D8%AF%D9%8A%D8%A9-%D9%85%D9%8A%D8%B3-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AC%D8%A8%D9%84-%D8%A5%D9%84%D9%89-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D9%88%D8%A7%D8%B7%D9%86%D9%8A%D9%86-%D8%B9%D8%B4%D9%8A%D8%A9-%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%AA%D8%B4%D8%A7%D8%B1-
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On February 6, Syrian security forces launched an operation targeting alleged smugglers
in Hawik, a Syrian village populated by Lebanese persons near the border town of Al-Qasr
in northeastern Lebanon.’>** The operation escalated into four days of heavy cross-border
fighting with Lebanese clans, during which at least 3 Lebanese nationals and a member of
Syria’s security forces were killed, while 10 other Lebanese were injured.** Syrian security
forces also shelled Lebanese territory, including in the vicinity of Al-Qasr,** Qanafez,* and
Zakia.’” On February 7, the presidents of both countries agreed to “coordinate efforts to
control the situation and prevent attacks on civilians.”*® The LAF announced on February 10
that it had completed its deployment in the northeastern border region, while the clans had
withdrawn from the area.*
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Figure 6: Fighting between Syrian security forces and Lebanese clans spanned both sides of the Syrian-Lebanese border
from February 6 to February 9.
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3 Thirty-three Orontes River basin villages in the Homs governorate were annexed to Syria from Lebanon by French colonial authorities in 1934 but have
since remained populated by Lebanese nationals with cross-border familial ties to Lebanon.
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3 L'Orient Today, Third day of fighting between Lebanese clans and Syrian forces along the border February 8, 2025;
L'Orient Today, New clashes erupt between Lebanese clans and Syrian forces February 9, 2025
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3 |'Orient Today, Third day of fighting between Lebanese clans and Syrian forces along the border February 8, 2025
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Economic Updates:

On February 6, the Central Bank issued Circulars 726 and 727, banning commercial
banks and financial institutions from distributing dividends to shareholders for the
period 2019 to 2025.° Acting Central Bank Governor Wassim Mansouri has previously
stated these institutions should earmark profits to freeing up trapped US dollar (USD)-
denominated deposits.*!

On February 20, the Central Bank issued two circulars increasing withdrawal limits
for eligible commercial bank depositors. For the month of March, Circular 728 allows
Circular 166 beneficiaries to withdraw USD 250 instead of USD 150.*> Intermediate
Circular 729 allows Circular 158 beneficiaries to withdraw USD 500 from their special
subsidiary accounts.”*** Previously, Circular 158 beneficiaries who subscribed before
August 2023 could withdraw USD 400, while those who subscribed after that date could
take out USD 300.

Circular and subscription Old withdrawal limit (USD) New withdrawal limit (USD)
166 150 250
158 (pre-August 2023) 400 500
158 (post-August 2023) 300 500

Table 1: New withdrawal limits from USD-denominated accounts in commercial banks.*

4 Banque du Liban, Circular 726 February 6, 2025;

Banque du Liban, Circular 727 February 6, 2025

41 Nidaa al Watan, logus cl> b liang ..UV ol 6 pow oS lonasi February 8, 2025

“2 Banque du Liban, Intermediate Circular 728 February 20, 2025

4 Commercial bank account holders who are signatories of Circulars 158 and 166 are assigned a special subsidiary account with a maximum eligible deposit
total of USD 50,000.

4 Banque du Liban, Intermediate Circular 729 February 20, 2025



https://www.banqueduliban.gov.lb/CB Com/Laws And Regulations/Intermediate Circulars/Decision_13696_AR%C2%A710192_1.pdf
https://www.banqueduliban.gov.lb/CB Com/Laws And Regulations/Intermediate Circulars/Decision_13697_AR%C2%A710193_1.pdf
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On February 25, the Ministry of Finance announced an addendum to the Financial
Agency Agreement for Lebanese Eurobonds. The addendum suspends the Lebanese
State’s right to use the statute of limitations as a legal defense against bondholder claims
until March 9, 2028, effectively extending the default period.”® This decision primarily

affects Eurobond holders, many of whom are international investors that purchased
the bonds following Lebanese government’s decision to default on its debt repayment
in March 2020. The move aims to reduce legal risks from bondholder lawsuits and
provide time to restructure the Eurobond portfolio. It also follows the publishing of a
leaked Association of Lebanese Banks circular on February 13, which outlined a plan for
commercial banks to initiate legal action against the Lebanese government over unpaid
interest on Eurobonds.*’

On February 28, Minister of Finance Yassine Jaber met with World Bank
representatives to discuss a USD 1 billion reconstruction initiative for Lebanon.
Some USD 250 million of the fund will be provided by the World Bank and the rest by
international donors. The initiative includes projects in sectors such as public finance
management, water, energy, and agriculture.*®

The consumer price index increased by 1.1% in January, and by 16% compared to
January 2024. Prices increased by 0.61% in Beirut, 1.44% in Mount Lebanon, 1.05% in
North Lebanon, 0.15% in the South, and 2.62% in Nabatiyeh.*

“ Nidaa al Watan, ,¥g> 1009 200 Gbgzuwdl cadw 2oy ;lid b6 pae February 20, 2025

“ Ministry of Finance, Press Release Supplement to FAA -Arabic.pdf February 25, 2025

47 L'Orient Today, ABL announces plans to sue the Lebanese state over eurobond rights February 20, 2025
8 NNA, SVl 5l liagas Wed \lls daydy Goniv juuwli e Jasy Joall clidl yl> February 28, 2025
4 Central Administration of Statistics, CPl January 2025
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https://www.nidaalwatan.com/article/308365-%D9%85%D8%B5%D8%B1%D9%81-%D9%84%D8%A8%D9%86%D8%A7%D9%86-%D9%8A%D8%B1%D9%81%D8%B9-%D8%B3%D9%82%D9%81-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B3%D8%AD%D9%88%D8%A8%D8%A7%D8%AA-200-%D9%88100-%D8%AF%D9%88%D9%84%D8%A7%D8%B1
https://www.nidaalwatan.com/article/308365-%D9%85%D8%B5%D8%B1%D9%81-%D9%84%D8%A8%D9%86%D8%A7%D9%86-%D9%8A%D8%B1%D9%81%D8%B9-%D8%B3%D9%82%D9%81-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B3%D8%AD%D9%88%D8%A8%D8%A7%D8%AA-200-%D9%88100-%D8%AF%D9%88%D9%84%D8%A7%D8%B1
https://www.nidaalwatan.com/article/308365-%D9%85%D8%B5%D8%B1%D9%81-%D9%84%D8%A8%D9%86%D8%A7%D9%86-%D9%8A%D8%B1%D9%81%D8%B9-%D8%B3%D9%82%D9%81-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B3%D8%AD%D9%88%D8%A8%D8%A7%D8%AA-200-%D9%88100-%D8%AF%D9%88%D9%84%D8%A7%D8%B1
https://www.nidaalwatan.com/article/308365-%D9%85%D8%B5%D8%B1%D9%81-%D9%84%D8%A8%D9%86%D8%A7%D9%86-%D9%8A%D8%B1%D9%81%D8%B9-%D8%B3%D9%82%D9%81-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B3%D8%AD%D9%88%D8%A8%D8%A7%D8%AA-200-%D9%88100-%D8%AF%D9%88%D9%84%D8%A7%D8%B1
https://www.nidaalwatan.com/article/308365-%D9%85%D8%B5%D8%B1%D9%81-%D9%84%D8%A8%D9%86%D8%A7%D9%86-%D9%8A%D8%B1%D9%81%D8%B9-%D8%B3%D9%82%D9%81-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B3%D8%AD%D9%88%D8%A8%D8%A7%D8%AA-200-%D9%88100-%D8%AF%D9%88%D9%84%D8%A7%D8%B1
https://www.nidaalwatan.com/article/308365-%D9%85%D8%B5%D8%B1%D9%81-%D9%84%D8%A8%D9%86%D8%A7%D9%86-%D9%8A%D8%B1%D9%81%D8%B9-%D8%B3%D9%82%D9%81-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B3%D8%AD%D9%88%D8%A8%D8%A7%D8%AA-200-%D9%88100-%D8%AF%D9%88%D9%84%D8%A7%D8%B1
https://www.nidaalwatan.com/article/308365-%D9%85%D8%B5%D8%B1%D9%81-%D9%84%D8%A8%D9%86%D8%A7%D9%86-%D9%8A%D8%B1%D9%81%D8%B9-%D8%B3%D9%82%D9%81-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B3%D8%AD%D9%88%D8%A8%D8%A7%D8%AA-200-%D9%88100-%D8%AF%D9%88%D9%84%D8%A7%D8%B1
https://www.nidaalwatan.com/article/308365-%D9%85%D8%B5%D8%B1%D9%81-%D9%84%D8%A8%D9%86%D8%A7%D9%86-%D9%8A%D8%B1%D9%81%D8%B9-%D8%B3%D9%82%D9%81-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B3%D8%AD%D9%88%D8%A8%D8%A7%D8%AA-200-%D9%88100-%D8%AF%D9%88%D9%84%D8%A7%D8%B1
https://www.nidaalwatan.com/article/308365-%D9%85%D8%B5%D8%B1%D9%81-%D9%84%D8%A8%D9%86%D8%A7%D9%86-%D9%8A%D8%B1%D9%81%D8%B9-%D8%B3%D9%82%D9%81-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B3%D8%AD%D9%88%D8%A8%D8%A7%D8%AA-200-%D9%88100-%D8%AF%D9%88%D9%84%D8%A7%D8%B1
https://www.nidaalwatan.com/article/308365-%D9%85%D8%B5%D8%B1%D9%81-%D9%84%D8%A8%D9%86%D8%A7%D9%86-%D9%8A%D8%B1%D9%81%D8%B9-%D8%B3%D9%82%D9%81-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B3%D8%AD%D9%88%D8%A8%D8%A7%D8%AA-200-%D9%88100-%D8%AF%D9%88%D9%84%D8%A7%D8%B1
https://www.nidaalwatan.com/article/308365-%D9%85%D8%B5%D8%B1%D9%81-%D9%84%D8%A8%D9%86%D8%A7%D9%86-%D9%8A%D8%B1%D9%81%D8%B9-%D8%B3%D9%82%D9%81-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B3%D8%AD%D9%88%D8%A8%D8%A7%D8%AA-200-%D9%88100-%D8%AF%D9%88%D9%84%D8%A7%D8%B1
https://www.nidaalwatan.com/article/308365-%D9%85%D8%B5%D8%B1%D9%81-%D9%84%D8%A8%D9%86%D8%A7%D9%86-%D9%8A%D8%B1%D9%81%D8%B9-%D8%B3%D9%82%D9%81-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B3%D8%AD%D9%88%D8%A8%D8%A7%D8%AA-200-%D9%88100-%D8%AF%D9%88%D9%84%D8%A7%D8%B1
https://www.nidaalwatan.com/article/308365-%D9%85%D8%B5%D8%B1%D9%81-%D9%84%D8%A8%D9%86%D8%A7%D9%86-%D9%8A%D8%B1%D9%81%D8%B9-%D8%B3%D9%82%D9%81-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B3%D8%AD%D9%88%D8%A8%D8%A7%D8%AA-200-%D9%88100-%D8%AF%D9%88%D9%84%D8%A7%D8%B1
https://www.nidaalwatan.com/article/308365-%D9%85%D8%B5%D8%B1%D9%81-%D9%84%D8%A8%D9%86%D8%A7%D9%86-%D9%8A%D8%B1%D9%81%D8%B9-%D8%B3%D9%82%D9%81-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B3%D8%AD%D9%88%D8%A8%D8%A7%D8%AA-200-%D9%88100-%D8%AF%D9%88%D9%84%D8%A7%D8%B1
https://www.finance.gov.lb/en-us/Finance/PublicDebt/Documents/Press Release Supplement to FAA -Arabic.pdf
https://today.lorientlejour.com/article/1448553/abl-announces-plans-to-sue-the-lebanese-state-over-eurobond-rights.html
https://www.nna-leb.gov.lb/ar/economy/762706/%D8%AC%D8%A7%D8%A8%D8%B1-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A8%D9%86%D9%83-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AF%D9%88%D9%84%D9%8A-%D9%8A%D8%B9%D9%85%D9%84-%D8%B9%D9%84%D9%89-%D8%AA%D8%A3%D8%B3%D9%8A%D8%B3-%D8%B5%D9%86%D8%AF%D9%88%D9%82-%D8%A8%D9%82%D9%8A%D9%85%D8%A9-%D9%85%D9%84%D9%8A%D8%A7%D8%B1
https://www.nna-leb.gov.lb/ar/economy/762706/%D8%AC%D8%A7%D8%A8%D8%B1-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A8%D9%86%D9%83-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AF%D9%88%D9%84%D9%8A-%D9%8A%D8%B9%D9%85%D9%84-%D8%B9%D9%84%D9%89-%D8%AA%D8%A3%D8%B3%D9%8A%D8%B3-%D8%B5%D9%86%D8%AF%D9%88%D9%82-%D8%A8%D9%82%D9%8A%D9%85%D8%A9-%D9%85%D9%84%D9%8A%D8%A7%D8%B1
http://cas.gov.lb/index.php/economic-statistics-en?layout=edit&id=185#cpiresults
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Political Updates:

On February 26, Lebanon’s newly formed government won a vote of confidence in the
parliament, receiving support from 95 out of 128 MPs. Hezbollah MPs were among the
legislators supporting Prime Minister Nawaf Salam’s government, despite its ministerial
statement not containing reference to the “resistance”, marking a shift from previous
cabinets that had acknowledged Hezbollah’s role in defense and decision-making on war
and peace.”®®'

On February 13, Lebanon denied permission for commercial flights originating in Iran
to land at Beirut International Airport, sparking protests along Beirut’s airport road.>*
One day later, a UNIFIL convoy was attacked in the capital’s southern suburbs, leaving two
Nepalese peacekeepers, including the deputy force commander, injured, and one vehicle set
ablaze. The incident drew both international and domestic condemnation** and prompted
the Lebanese Military Court to file charges against 20 suspects, all of whom are charged
with forming a criminal gang, attempted murder, terrorism, and theft of USD 30,000 from
the deputy force commander.** On February 17, Lebanon announced that the ban on Iranian
commercial flights had been extended, without specifying for how long.*

On February 14, Future Movement leader Saad Hariri announced that his party will
participate in upcoming elections. The Future Movement claims strong support in
Beirut, Sidon, and Tripoli, though it has not run candidates for national political office since
withdrawing from the 2022 parliamentary elections.*®

0 Al Jazeera, Lebanon’s new government wins confidence vote in parliament February 26, 2025

*! Asharq Al-Awsat, For First Time in 25 Years, Lebanese Govt Drops 'Resistance’ Clause from Ministerial Statement February 18, 2025
%2 'Orient Today, Hezbollah supporters protest banning Iranian planes from landing in Beirut February 14, 2025

>3 UNIFIL, UNIFIL statement (14 February 2025) February 14, 2025;

L'Orient Today, At least 25 arrested after attack on UNIFIL convoy February 15, 2025

> The New Arab, Lebanon court charges 20 over attack on UNIFIL vehicle which injured deputy commander February 28, 2025

% Asharq, olysladl Giniah dsesg olul 8o dy gzl OV JI gulei daey o lid February 17, 2025

*¢ L'Orient Today, Hariri announces Future Movement return to politics, including "all upcoming elections” February 14, 2025



https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2025/2/26/lebanons-new-government-wins-confidence-vote-in-parliament
https://english.aawsat.com/arab-world/5113331-first-time-25-years-lebanese-govt-drops-%E2%80%98resistance%E2%80%99-clause-ministerial
https://today.lorientlejour.com/article/1447797/hezbollah-supporters-protest-banning-iranian-planes-from-landing-in-beirut.html
https://unifil.unmissions.org/unifil-statement-14-february-2025
https://today.lorientlejour.com/article/1447919/the-attackers-will-be-punished-lebanese-outcry-after-unifil-attack.html
https://www.newarab.com/news/lebanon-military-court-charges-20-over-attack-unifil-members
https://asharq.com/politics/116578/%D9%85%D8%B7%D8%A7%D8%B1-%D9%84%D8%A8%D9%86%D8%A7%D9%86-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B7%D8%A7%D8%A6%D8%B1%D8%A7%D8%AA-%D8%A5%D9%8A%D8%B1%D8%A7%D9%86-%D8%B1%D8%AD%D9%84%D8%A7%D8%AA-%D8%AC%D9%88%D9%8A%D8%A9-%D8%A8%D9%8A%D8%B1%D9%88%D8%AA-%D8%AC%D9%88%D8%B2%D8%A7%D9%81-%D8%B9%D9%88%D9%86/
https://asharq.com/politics/116578/%D9%85%D8%B7%D8%A7%D8%B1-%D9%84%D8%A8%D9%86%D8%A7%D9%86-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B7%D8%A7%D8%A6%D8%B1%D8%A7%D8%AA-%D8%A5%D9%8A%D8%B1%D8%A7%D9%86-%D8%B1%D8%AD%D9%84%D8%A7%D8%AA-%D8%AC%D9%88%D9%8A%D8%A9-%D8%A8%D9%8A%D8%B1%D9%88%D8%AA-%D8%AC%D9%88%D8%B2%D8%A7%D9%81-%D8%B9%D9%88%D9%86/
https://today.lorientlejour.com/article/1447805/20-years-since-hariris-assassination-salam-pays-homage-in-beirut-as-supporters-head-to-the-capital.html
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On March 3, 2025, Lebanese President Joseph Aoun met with Saudi Crown Prince
Mohammed bin Salman in Riyadh. The two leaders discussed bolstering bilateral
relations and regional cooperation, support for the LAF, resuming Lebanese exports to
Saudi Arabia, facilitating Saudi tourism to Lebanon, and advancing economic reforms and
transparency. President Aoun also invited Crown Prince Mohammed to visit Lebanon.”” A
revival of diplomatic ties could lead to the reactivation of bilateral agreements suspended
since 2016, including frameworks covering finance, security, and agriculture between the
two countries.’®

President Aoun then attended the emergency Arab summit in Cairo on March 4, where he
secured pledges of military and economic support from Qatar, Jordan, and Egypt.>? On the
sidelines of the summit, Aoun and Syrian President Ahmad Al-Sharaa agreed to establish
joint committees for border security and refugee coordination. Al-Sharaa called for
international pressure on Israel to withdraw from southern Syria and emphasized the need
to ensure regional stability to address Lebanon’s security and humanitarian challenges.®

T NNA, Wizl o (il izl Lol GlawwiVll §ygpig &gl aw Ml pasg ddgall Slhally caslall glail gulbn dunai 38T yidie wili) - 392w ol
March 4, 2025

*8 L'Orient Today, Hundreds of millions of export dollars for Lebanon to reclaim with Saudi Arabia March 5, 2025

59 NNA, dlilrw)l Lslell daolas (b B3¢ dnsg ... ayyell dias (Wl sle slid welill March 5, 2025

0 NNA, Oliglaill gied cualudl o sgazl bhus 85950 laSas Uygag ol Lus) gVl § il March 5, 2025

February Crisis Update *\‘.



https://www.nna-leb.gov.lb/ar/%D8%B3%D9%8A%D8%A7%D8%B3%D8%A9/763396/%D8%A8%D9%8A%D8%A7%D9%86-%D8%B3%D8%B9%D9%88%D8%AF%D9%8A-%D9%84%D8%A8%D9%86%D8%A7%D9%86%D9%8A-%D9%85%D8%B4%D8%AA%D8%B1%D9%83-%D8%A3%D9%83%D8%AF-%D8%A3%D9%87%D9%85%D9%8A%D8%A9-%D8%AA%D8%B7%D8%A8%D9%8A%D9%82-%D8%A7%D8%AA%D9%81%D8%A7%D9%82-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B7%D8%A7
https://www.nna-leb.gov.lb/ar/%D8%B3%D9%8A%D8%A7%D8%B3%D8%A9/763396/%D8%A8%D9%8A%D8%A7%D9%86-%D8%B3%D8%B9%D9%88%D8%AF%D9%8A-%D9%84%D8%A8%D9%86%D8%A7%D9%86%D9%8A-%D9%85%D8%B4%D8%AA%D8%B1%D9%83-%D8%A3%D9%83%D8%AF-%D8%A3%D9%87%D9%85%D9%8A%D8%A9-%D8%AA%D8%B7%D8%A8%D9%8A%D9%82-%D8%A7%D8%AA%D9%81%D8%A7%D9%82-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B7%D8%A7
https://today.lorientlejour.com/article/1450412/hundreds-of-millions-of-export-dollars-for-lebanon-to-reclaim-with-saudi-arabia.html
https://www.nna-leb.gov.lb/ar/%D8%B3%D9%8A%D8%A7%D8%B3%D8%A9/763627/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A3%D9%86%D8%A8%D8%A7%D8%A1-%D9%84%D8%A8%D9%86%D8%A7%D9%86-%D8%B9%D8%A7%D8%AF-%D8%A5%D9%84%D9%89-%D8%AD%D8%B6%D9%86%D9%87-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B9%D8%B1%D8%A8%D9%8A-%D9%88%D8%AE%D8%B7%D8%A9-%D8%BA%D8%B2%D8%A9-%D9%81%D9%8A-%D9%85%D9%88%D8%A7%D8%AC
https://www.nna-leb.gov.lb/ar/%D8%B3%D9%8A%D8%A7%D8%B3%D8%A9/763627/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A3%D9%86%D8%A8%D8%A7%D8%A1-%D9%84%D8%A8%D9%86%D8%A7%D9%86-%D8%B9%D8%A7%D8%AF-%D8%A5%D9%84%D9%89-%D8%AD%D8%B6%D9%86%D9%87-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B9%D8%B1%D8%A8%D9%8A-%D9%88%D8%AE%D8%B7%D8%A9-%D8%BA%D8%B2%D8%A9-%D9%81%D9%8A-%D9%85%D9%88%D8%A7%D8%AC
https://www.nna-leb.gov.lb/ar/%D8%B3%D9%8A%D8%A7%D8%B3%D8%A9/763628/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B4%D8%B1%D9%82-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A3%D9%88%D8%B3%D8%B7-%D8%B1%D8%A6%D9%8A%D8%B3%D8%A7-%D9%84%D8%A8%D9%86%D8%A7%D9%86-%D9%88%D8%B3%D9%88%D8%B1%D9%8A%D8%A7-%D9%8A%D8%A4%D9%83%D8%AF%D8%A7%D9%86-%D8%B6%D8%B1%D9%88%D8%B1%D8%A9-%D8%B6%D8%A8%D8%B7-%D8%A7
https://www.nna-leb.gov.lb/ar/%D8%B3%D9%8A%D8%A7%D8%B3%D8%A9/763628/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B4%D8%B1%D9%82-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A3%D9%88%D8%B3%D8%B7-%D8%B1%D8%A6%D9%8A%D8%B3%D8%A7-%D9%84%D8%A8%D9%86%D8%A7%D9%86-%D9%88%D8%B3%D9%88%D8%B1%D9%8A%D8%A7-%D9%8A%D8%A4%D9%83%D8%AF%D8%A7%D9%86-%D8%B6%D8%B1%D9%88%D8%B1%D8%A9-%D8%B6%D8%A8%D8%B7-%D8%A7
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Access to Services:

Lebanon is facing one of its worst water shortages in 80 years due to reduced winter
rainfall levels. According to Mohammed Kanj, head of the estimates department at the
Beirut International Airport’s Meteorological Department, Lebanon would still face a 40%
deficit compared to its annual precipitation average, even if February and March rainfall
reach normal levels.°” Lebanon’s severe drought is expected to have major repercussions,
particularly on electricity production and agriculture. According to Litani River National
Authority Director General Sami Alawiyeh, reduced water levels at Lake Qaraoun and other
sources will hamper hydroelectric power generation, forcing Electricité du Liban to replace
270 million kilowatt-hours of lost energy with fuel-based production, resulting in over USD
27 million in additional expenses. Additionally, a shortage of water in springs and lower
Litani river levels will disrupt water distribution, which will negatively impact drinking
water supply and irrigation for 6,000 hectares of farmland along the southern coast.®?

The National Social Security Fund (NSSF) is bolstering its support for public
healthcare by increasing funding and enforcing compliance with hospital pricing
regulations. As of February 27, the NSSF had paid the fourth financial installment of 54
billion Lebanese pounds (LBP) to contracted hospitals, bringing total payments from the
beginning of the year to LBP 441 billion.®®* The goal is to cover 90% of hospital bills for
insured patients.®

As part of the NSSF’s measures to ensure compliance with its hospital pricing regulations,
the fund’s Director General, Mohamad Karaki, issued a series of contract terminations and
warnings to several hospitals at the end of January, after NSSF claimed they violated the
terms of their agreements.®®

5 MTV, duslall diw 80Ul (o6 Il lgi] ..da3lo o)l slol o li February 4, 2025
& Almanar, ;U (36 dsleg @l ygS dejl yiif olaxl d>go February 4, 2025
% This includes LBP 206 billion for surgical procedures and LBP 235 billion for dialysis treatments.
Annahar, UI LLQ.».U.U.IA.U e : February 28, 2025
i 8.4 d 5l February 4, 2025
55 NNA, dlioll gulwlll (16 clasiiiwVlg clgall Ol ys u»JL u|.)Ll iy u»JSJI e 8y )lle 200 35S )S February 21, 2025



https://www.mtv.com.lb/News/%D9%85%D8%AD%D9%84%D9%8A%D8%A7%D8%AA/1545266/%D9%84%D8%A8%D9%86%D8%A7%D9%86-%D8%A3%D9%85%D8%A7%D9%85-%D8%A3%D8%B1%D9%82%D8%A7%D9%85-%D8%B5%D8%A7%D8%AF%D9%85%D8%A9----%D8%A5%D9%86%D9%87%D8%A7-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A3%D8%B3%D9%88%D8%A3-%D9%81%D9%8A-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%8080-%D8%B3%D9%86%D8%A9-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D8%A7%D8%B6%D9%8A%D8%A9-
https://www.mtv.com.lb/News/%D9%85%D8%AD%D9%84%D9%8A%D8%A7%D8%AA/1545266/%D9%84%D8%A8%D9%86%D8%A7%D9%86-%D8%A3%D9%85%D8%A7%D9%85-%D8%A3%D8%B1%D9%82%D8%A7%D9%85-%D8%B5%D8%A7%D8%AF%D9%85%D8%A9----%D8%A5%D9%86%D9%87%D8%A7-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A3%D8%B3%D9%88%D8%A3-%D9%81%D9%8A-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%8080-%D8%B3%D9%86%D8%A9-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D8%A7%D8%B6%D9%8A%D8%A9-
https://almanar.com.lb/13105017
https://almanar.com.lb/13105017
https://www.annahar.com/Lebanon/Society/198516/%D9%83%D8%B1%D9%83%D9%8A-441-%D9%85%D9%84%D9%8A%D8%A7%D8%B1-%D9%84%D9%8A%D8%B1%D8%A9-%D9%84%D9%84%D9%85%D8%B3%D8%AA%D8%B4%D9%81%D9%8A%D8%A7%D8%AA-%D9%88%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A3%D8%B7%D8%A8%D8%A7-%D9%85%D9%86%D8%B0-%D9%85%D8%B7%D9%84%D8%B9-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B9%D8%A7%D9%85
https://www.annahar.com/Lebanon/Society/198516/%D9%83%D8%B1%D9%83%D9%8A-441-%D9%85%D9%84%D9%8A%D8%A7%D8%B1-%D9%84%D9%8A%D8%B1%D8%A9-%D9%84%D9%84%D9%85%D8%B3%D8%AA%D8%B4%D9%81%D9%8A%D8%A7%D8%AA-%D9%88%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A3%D8%B7%D8%A8%D8%A7-%D9%85%D9%86%D8%B0-%D9%85%D8%B7%D9%84%D8%B9-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B9%D8%A7%D9%85
https://www.nna-leb.gov.lb/ar/economy/756899/%D9%83%D8%B1%D9%83%D9%8A-84-%D9%85%D9%84%D9%8A%D8%A7%D8%B1-%D9%84-%D9%84-%D8%B3%D9%84%D9%81%D8%A7%D8%AA-%D9%85%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%8A%D8%A9-%D9%84%D9%84%D9%85%D8%B3%D8%AA%D8%B4%D9%81%D9%8A%D8%A7%D8%AA-%D9%85%D9%86%D8%B0-%D9%85%D8%B7%D9%84%D8%B9
https://www.nna-leb.gov.lb/ar/economy/756899/%D9%83%D8%B1%D9%83%D9%8A-84-%D9%85%D9%84%D9%8A%D8%A7%D8%B1-%D9%84-%D9%84-%D8%B3%D9%84%D9%81%D8%A7%D8%AA-%D9%85%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%8A%D8%A9-%D9%84%D9%84%D9%85%D8%B3%D8%AA%D8%B4%D9%81%D9%8A%D8%A7%D8%AA-%D9%85%D9%86%D8%B0-%D9%85%D8%B7%D9%84%D8%B9
https://www.nna-leb.gov.lb/ar/economy/760961/%D9%83%D8%B1%D9%83%D9%8A-200-%D9%85%D9%84%D9%8A%D8%A7%D8%B1-%D9%84%D9%8A%D8%B1%D8%A9-%D9%84%D8%BA%D8%B3%D9%84-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%83%D9%84%D9%89-%D9%88%D8%B2%D9%8A%D8%A7%D8%AF%D8%A7%D8%AA-%D8%B9%D9%84%D9%89-%D8%AA%D8%B9%D8%B1%D9%81%D8%A7%D8%AA
https://www.nna-leb.gov.lb/ar/economy/760961/%D9%83%D8%B1%D9%83%D9%8A-200-%D9%85%D9%84%D9%8A%D8%A7%D8%B1-%D9%84%D9%8A%D8%B1%D8%A9-%D9%84%D8%BA%D8%B3%D9%84-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%83%D9%84%D9%89-%D9%88%D8%B2%D9%8A%D8%A7%D8%AF%D8%A7%D8%AA-%D8%B9%D9%84%D9%89-%D8%AA%D8%B9%D8%B1%D9%81%D8%A7%D8%AA
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« Lebanon could face two periods of price increases for vegetables and grains — one during
Ramadan due to recent snowstorms and increased demand, and another later in the year
driven by insufficient rainfall.°®® Drought conditions and barriers to farmers returning to
the South are limiting agricultural production and supply. Prolonged dry conditions could
lead to further food price inflation in the coming months. Rising food prices and declining
agricultural yields will deepen food insecurity for vulnerable Lebanese and Syrian
refugees, increasing their reliance on humanitarian aid and straining existing response
efforts. Worsening economic hardship may fuel social tensions in host communities,
underscoring the need for expanded food assistance, livelihood programs, and conflict
mitigation initiatives.

« Israel is expected to continue its policy of assassinating alleged Hezbollah military
operatives and striking the organization’s military infrastructure in southern Lebanon and
the Bekaa valley. Israel could also conduct targeted assassinations of Hamas officials in
Lebanon, as it did in Saida on February 17. Such strikes could target Beirut, in a reprise
of Israel’s January 2, 2024 assassination of senior Hamas leader Saleh al-Arouri in the
southern suburbs of Lebanon’s capital. Israel has also reportedly passed warnings to
Lebanese officials that it could target Hezbollah's political leaders.®” Any such strike
could force Hezbollah into a position where the organization feels compelled to retaliate
military, raising the potential of a severe Israeli counter response. Following a March
4 targeted assassination of an alleged Hezbollah military operative, an official in the
organization said that the Lebanese government and CoH Monitoring Committee are
responsible for ending such strikes and if they do not, Hezbollah may opt to retaliate.®®

« Israeli military actions in southern Lebanon - especially in the strip of mostly destroyed
villages stretching five kilometers deep from the border — will complicate and obstruct
reconstruction efforts. Israel’s February 19 airstrike of an alleged Hezbollah member
in Aita al-Shaab likely serves as a warning that Tel Aviv will pursue a policy of targeting
returning residents it alleges are Hezbollah operatives. Israeli Defense Minister Katz has
referred to his country’s continued military presence at five military outposts in southern
Lebanon as a “buffer zone,” meaning Tel Aviv will likely conduct military actions to secure
this vaguely defined area.®® As Israel’s military outposts are not directly on the border,
the Israeli military could use force to secure supply lines to these points. Israel may also
strike residences rebuilt near the border that it suspects could be used by Hezbollah. Since
Israel’s partial withdrawal from southern Lebanon on February 18, Israeli bulldozers have
reportedly crossed the border near Kfar Kila and Blida to raze buildings and level land.”

% L'Orient Today, Vegetable and grain prices to increase due to lack of rainfall, low temperature February 28, 2025

67 Al-Arabiya, Gl Lol Ve Ui Geiz duliilpwl blaj February 13, 2025

L'Orient Today, Israeli withdrawal: The state wields the weapon of diplomacy February 19, 2025

6 NNA, lasgo lei of iSlw ¢Jyxi ol s ganll GlBgys e (aoleii dgall (adviw (ais (ol 1pall 3e March 4, 2025
 Times of Israel, Welcome to the era of the buffer zone February 18, 2025;

The Jerusalem Post, Israel>s bold new defense policy: Will buffer zones bring security or more conflict? March 2, 2025
0 Al-Mayadeen via X, MS,aS saly (oJI lgllwy Uil sl ] & Sane @l LGS February 26, 2025;

Al-Mayadeen via X, uohl iy iy paii «llSyuo» UL lgasly duduilpl & Suuc dsly> March 3, 2025



https://today.lorientlejour.com/article/1449585/vegetable-and-grain-prices-to-increase-due-to-lack-of-rainfall-low-temperature.html
https://www.alarabiya.net/arab-and-world/2025/02/13/%D8%A3%D9%85%D9%8A%D8%B1%D9%83%D8%A7-%D8%B1%D9%81%D8%B6%D8%AA-%D8%AA%D8%A3%D8%AC%D9%8A%D9%84-%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%B3%D8%AD%D8%A7%D8%A8-%D8%A7%D8%B3%D8%B1%D8%A7%D8%A6%D9%8A%D9%84-%D9%85%D9%86-%D8%AC%D9%86%D9%88%D8%A8-%D9%84%D8%A8%D9%86%D8%A7%D9%86-%D9%88%D8%B3%D8%A7%D8%A6%D9%84-%D8%A7%D8%B9%D9%84%D8%A7%D9%85-%D8%AA%D9%83%D8%B4%D9%81
https://www.alarabiya.net/arab-and-world/2025/02/13/%D8%A3%D9%85%D9%8A%D8%B1%D9%83%D8%A7-%D8%B1%D9%81%D8%B6%D8%AA-%D8%AA%D8%A3%D8%AC%D9%8A%D9%84-%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%B3%D8%AD%D8%A7%D8%A8-%D8%A7%D8%B3%D8%B1%D8%A7%D8%A6%D9%8A%D9%84-%D9%85%D9%86-%D8%AC%D9%86%D9%88%D8%A8-%D9%84%D8%A8%D9%86%D8%A7%D9%86-%D9%88%D8%B3%D8%A7%D8%A6%D9%84-%D8%A7%D8%B9%D9%84%D8%A7%D9%85-%D8%AA%D9%83%D8%B4%D9%81
https://today.lorientlejour.com/article/1448441/israeli-withdrawal-the-state-wields-the-weapon-of-diplomacy-but-hezbollah-sees-things-differently.html
https://www.nna-leb.gov.lb/ar/%D8%B3%D9%8A%D8%A7%D8%B3%D8%A9/763571/%D8%B9%D8%B2-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AF%D9%8A%D9%86-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%89-%D9%85%D8%AA%D9%89-%D8%B3%D8%AA%D8%A8%D9%82%D9%89-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AF%D9%88%D9%84%D8%A9-%D8%AA%D8%AA%D8%BA%D8%A7%D8%B6%D9%89-%D8%B9%D9%86-%D8%AE%D8%B1%D9%88%D9%82%D8%A7%D8%AA-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B9
https://www.nna-leb.gov.lb/ar/%D8%B3%D9%8A%D8%A7%D8%B3%D8%A9/763571/%D8%B9%D8%B2-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AF%D9%8A%D9%86-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%89-%D9%85%D8%AA%D9%89-%D8%B3%D8%AA%D8%A8%D9%82%D9%89-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AF%D9%88%D9%84%D8%A9-%D8%AA%D8%AA%D8%BA%D8%A7%D8%B6%D9%89-%D8%B9%D9%86-%D8%AE%D8%B1%D9%88%D9%82%D8%A7%D8%AA-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B9
https://www.timesofisrael.com/welcome-to-the-era-of-the-buffer-zone/
https://www.jpost.com/israel-news/article-844337
https://x.com/mayadeenlebanon/status/1894711499475628163
https://x.com/mayadeenlebanon/status/1894711499475628163
https://x.com/mayadeenlebanon/status/1896559488838373397
https://x.com/mayadeenlebanon/status/1896559488838373397
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« lIsrael will likely apply sustained pressure on Lebanese authorities over Iran’s alleged
shipment of cash to Hezbollah, which could disrupt air traffic to Beirut’s Rafik Hariri
International Airport. On February 13, Lebanon banned Iranian civilian flights from
arriving to Lebanon’s only civilian airport after repeated warnings by Israel that Iran
was using the flights to fund Hezbollah.”' Hezbollah Secretary-General Naim Qassem
said that Israel had relayed a threat to Lebanon’s government that it would strike the
airport’s runways if such flights were granted clearance to land.”? On February 28,
Reuters reported that Lebanon seized USD 2.5 million bound for Hezbollah on a
passenger arriving at the airport.”?> This came after Katz on February 17 warned that Iran
was attempting to smuggle money into Lebanon via Turkey.”* Israel may up its pressure
campaign by blocking flights from Istanbul, a key hub to and from Lebanon’s capital.
While the possibility of an Israeli strike on the Beirut airport appears remote for the time
being, humanitarian actors should not completely rule out the possibility of a targeted

strike against the facility in the future.

" L'Orient Today, Iranian planes banned from Beirut airport February 14, 2025;

Times of Israel, Lebanon tells Iranian flight it can't land February 13, 2025

72 An-Nahar, duiluVl 8,5UaJl cibus 131 gy Uas z40e opaiw Sl ol caelil dogSall dwl) (auwls pusi February 16, 2025
> Reuters, Lebanon seizes $2.5 million bound for Hezbollah, sources say February 28, 2025

" Times of Israel, FM Sa'ar to US senators: Turkey cooperating with Iran to smuggle money to Hezbollah February 18, 2025



https://today.lorientlejour.com/article/1447834/iranian-planes-banned-from-beirut-airport-beirut-in-talks-with-tehran-to-resolve-the-issue.html
https://www.timesofisrael.com/lebanon-tells-iranian-flight-it-cant-land-after-idfs-hezbollah-smuggling-claim/
https://www.annahar.com/Lebanon/Politics/195563/%D8%AD%D8%B2%D8%A8-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%84%D9%87-%D8%B1%D8%A6%D8%A7%D8%B3%D8%A9-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AD%D9%83%D9%88%D9%85%D8%A9-%D8%A3%D8%A8%D9%84%D8%BA%D8%AA-%D8%A3%D9%86-%D8%A5%D8%B3%D8%B1%D8%A7%D8%A6%D9%8A%D9%84-%D8%B3%D8%AA%D8%B6%D8%B1%D8%A8-%D9%85%D8%AF%D8%B1%D8%AC-%D9%85%D8%B7%D8%A7%D8%B1-%D8%A8%D9%8A%D8%B1%D9%88%D8%AA-%D8%A5%D8%B0%D8%A7-%D9%87%D8%A8%D8%B7%D8%AA-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B7%D8%A7%D8%A6%D8%B1%D8%A9-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A5%D9%8A%D8%B1%D8%A7%D9%86%D9%8A%D8%A9
https://www.annahar.com/Lebanon/Politics/195563/%D8%AD%D8%B2%D8%A8-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%84%D9%87-%D8%B1%D8%A6%D8%A7%D8%B3%D8%A9-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AD%D9%83%D9%88%D9%85%D8%A9-%D8%A3%D8%A8%D9%84%D8%BA%D8%AA-%D8%A3%D9%86-%D8%A5%D8%B3%D8%B1%D8%A7%D8%A6%D9%8A%D9%84-%D8%B3%D8%AA%D8%B6%D8%B1%D8%A8-%D9%85%D8%AF%D8%B1%D8%AC-%D9%85%D8%B7%D8%A7%D8%B1-%D8%A8%D9%8A%D8%B1%D9%88%D8%AA-%D8%A5%D8%B0%D8%A7-%D9%87%D8%A8%D8%B7%D8%AA-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B7%D8%A7%D8%A6%D8%B1%D8%A9-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A5%D9%8A%D8%B1%D8%A7%D9%86%D9%8A%D8%A9
https://www.reuters.com/world/middle-east/lebanon-seizes-25-million-bound-hezbollah-sources-say-2025-02-28/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/fm-saar-to-us-senators-turkey-cooperating-with-iran-to-smuggle-money-to-hezbollah/
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https://mercycorps.org.lb/december-crisis-update-2024/
https://mercycorps.org.lb/january-crisis-update-2025/
https://mercycorps.org.lb/monitoring-informal-social-protection-in-lebanon-round-two/
https://mercycorps.org.lb/lebanon-import-bill-signals-no-pivot-toward-essential-commodities/
https://mercycorps.org.lb/lebanon-at-war-scenarios-and-impact/
https://mercycorps.org.lb/regime-change-in-syria-implications-for-lebanon/
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belief that a better world is possible. In disaster, in hardship, in
more than 40 countries around the world, we partner to put bold
solutions into action — helping people triumph over adversity and
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